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Rabies still claims 
lives in Bhutan

�����	��������

Bhutan’s economy may be 

growing at an impressive 

rate but its agriculture sec-

tor, which contributes to 

over two thirds of total em-

ployment, is ailing. 

��!"#	$�#	%&'($)*+/	0)&//	

domestic product has been 

growing consistently from 

12�	 3#)%#($	 !(	 $�#	 �4��/	 $&	

5(	56#)50#	&7	�2�	3#)%#($	!(	

$�#	 #5)"*	 
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not been corresponding 

growth in livestock and ag-

riculture sector. In fact, the 

sector has been decelerating 

)53!9"*	/!(%#	$�#	�44�/2	

This is according to the 

:!)/$	 !//'#	 &7	 �&*5"	 �(!6#)-

sity of Bhutan’s Bhutan Jour-
nal of Research and Develop-
ment. Prof Sanjeev Metha’s 

article titled Growth Crisis 
in the Bhutanese Agriculture 
Sector: An Exploratory Anal-
ysis of the Causes says the 

negative growth of the ag-

riculture sector contributes 

to increase in inequality in 

the distribution of income 

given two thirds of working 

population is engaged in ag-

ricultural activities, widens 

the gap between rural and 

urban areas and stimulates 

high rural to urban migra-

tion.

As production of ma-

jor food grains continues 

to decline, the differential 

growth rate could adversely 

impact distribution of in-

come and regional disper-

/!&(	&7	0)&;$�	<#(#:!$/8	$�#	

study says. And as popula-

tion increases, decline in the 

production of food grains 

pose an awkward question 

on country’s food secu-

rity strategies. It calls for a 

change in country’s devel-

opment policy.

�(	$�#	�4��/8	$�#	50)!%'"-

ture sector grew at a com-

3&'(9#9	 )5$#	 &7	 �	 3#)%#($8	
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following decade. The pro-

9'%$!&(	 &7	 :!6#	 >5?&)	 %)&3/	

– paddy, maize, wheat, millet 

and barley – was recorded 

5$	�@=8���	>#$)!%	$&((#/	!(	
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not maintain the growth mo-

>#($'>2		�(	
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3)&9'%#9	&("*	�=
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ric tonnes of major crops.

This regressive trend 

in the sector, according to 

Prof Sanjeev Metha of Royal 

��!>3�'	 �&""#0#8	 %&'"9	 57-

fect the health of the coun-

try’s economy because of 

reduced per person avail-

ability of major food grains, 

increasing burden of foreign 

exchange, especially Indian 

Rupee because of rising food 

import, and negative bal-

All thromdes in the coun-

try will today provide free 

anti-rabies vaccination and 

health check-up for dogs 

and cats and organise walk-

athon programme as part 

&7	�&)"9	�5<!#/	�5*	C���E	

;!$�	$�#	$�#>#	G�&!(	�5(9/	

to Make Bhutan a Rabies-

7)##	�&'($)*H2

Rabies is a fatal disease of 

the nervous system of dogs 

and other animals, which 

can also cause death in hu-

mans who are bitten by an 

animal with this disease. 

September 28 will hence-

7&)$�	<#	&</#)6#9	5/	�&)"9	

Rabies Day to mark the 

9#5$�	 5((!6#)/5)*	 &7	 �&'!/	

Paster, who discovered the 

)5<!#/	65%%!(#	!(	����2	

In Thimphu, vaccination 

and check-up will be done 

5$	�5$!&(5"	�(!>5"	�&/3!$5"	

!(	 �#)<!$�5(02	 �(	 �#"#3�'8	

vaccination and health 

check-up will be done in 

��	 9#/!0(5$#9	 %#($)#/8	 ��	

in Phuentsholing and six in 

Samdrupjongkhar.

���	3)&0)5>>#	!/	?&!($-

ly organised by Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forests and 

�!(!/$)*	&7	�#5"$�2

�#$;##(	
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���8	
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!(	 ��'$5(2	 
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cases were reported from 

�#"#3�'8	��'#($/�&"!(0	5(9	

Samtse. The death occurred 

because the victims did not 

receive post-bite treatment. 

Eight of them were under 

$�#	50#	&7	�@2	�&0N<!$#	%5/#/	

and rabies deaths incidents 

have been highest in chil-

9)#(	<#"&;	$�#	50#	&7	��2	

Rabies is prevalent 

mostly in southern parts 

&7	 ��'$5(2	 �#$;##(	 �44@	

5(9	 
���8	 @�	 0#;&0/	 �56#	

reported having rabid ani-

mals.

O)&>	 �5('5)*	 �44@	 $&	

�'"*	��	$�!/	*#5)8	5<&'$	���	

animals including dogs, cat-

tle, goats, horses, cats and 

pigs died from rabies, result-

!(0	 !(	 /!0(!:!%5($	 #%&(&>!%	

losses for the farmers and 

the government. 

�#$;##(	
���	5(9	
��18	

there was a major outbreak 

of rabies in the eastern 

Bhutan that affected three 

dzongkhags – Trashiyang-

tse, Trashigang and Mongar 

Q	$�5$	U!""#9	5<&'$	���	5(!-

mals. 

�)	 �	 �5�5"8	 9#3'$*	 %�!#7	

6#$#)!(5)*	 &7:!%#)	 &7	 $�#	
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�#5"$�8	 /5!9	 $�5$	 )5<!#/	 !(	

humans in Bhutan is caused 

<*	/$)5*	9&0/2	
$�#)	5(!>5"/	

also spread the disease.

�#	 /5!9	 $�5$	 )5<!#/	 !/	

more prevalent in southern 

belt of the country, espe-

cially in the urban centres. 

G�5$%�8	 �#'$#)8	 �5%%!(5$#	

5(9	�#"#5/#H	3)&0)5>>#8	�#	

said, will help reduce breed-

ing of stray and pet dog pop-

ulation in the country. 

Starting September, 
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tan successfully completed 

$�#	:!)/$	3�5/#	<*	(#'$#)!(0	

– removing part of an ani-

mal’s sexual organs so that it 

cannot reproduce – and vac-

%!(5$!(0	&6#)	��8���	9&>#/-

$!%	9&0/8	%&6#)!(0	1�	3#)%#($	

&'$	 &7	 ��8���	 #/$!>5$#9	

dogs in the country. The sec-

ond phase was launched on 

August 2 this year and will 

%&($!('#	$!""	
���2	

�)	 �5?#/�	 �'>5)	 �5(-

dey, project coordinator of 

$�#	 �5$!&(5"	 �&0	 �&3'"5-

tion Management and Ra-

<!#/	 �&($)&"	 �)&0)5>>#	

in Thimphu, said the pro-

gramme has completed 

neutering and vaccinating 
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The chaotic 
pedestrians’ day

Editorial
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IN SUMMARY

The government’s so-called pedestrians’ day never seems 
to work. Almost four months after it was started, dissent-
ing voices are heard every Tuesday. It’s not surprising given 
the ad hoc manner in which the day was started. Only few 
people disagreed with the idea behind the day but many did 
not accept the way in which it was implemented. 

First, the initiative was implemented with a sudden haste 
that nobody had time to ruminate on possible hiccups. There 
was no need for such haste. And there should have been 
public consultations before putting the idea into practice.

The pedestrians’ day is, after all, not seriously meant to be a 
day for pedestrians. Taxis are allowed to take control of the 
roads where other vehicles are not allowed. Taxis make up 
for whatever emission is cut down by banning other vehicles’ 
movement. Cutting down carbon emission does not make 
sense when taxis become doubly busy and private cars take 
long detours to move around the towns. The day is supposed 
to encourage people to walk but lack of walkways and franti-
cally busy taxis do not allow a pleasant walking experience. 
Therefore, few people walk on the pedestrians’ day.

Now, the problem is with breastfeeding mothers working 
from home on Tuesdays. While some administrative work 
can be done from home, hospital staff and teachers, who are 
breastfeeding, are not able to work from home. The pedestri-
ans’ day has disturbed their usual breastfeeding routine and 
they are not able to avail themselves of the new adjustment. 
As a result, many teachers, hospital staff and school and 
hospital authorities are in a dilemma.

Besides, business and routine work disrupted on Tuesdays 
cannot be brushed aside. Thousands of drivers are rendered 
workless and hundreds of business firms inefficient on the 
day. Government offices can afford to throw away one work-
ing day in a week and economic worth of many people but 
not others. At a time when the country’s economy is going 
through a difficult period, every organisation’s and person’s 
economic potential should be tapped every working day of 
the year.

Although GNH and GNH-related initiatives are welcome, we 
should not bite off more than we can chew.  

Column
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losopher, said: “The People 

&7	�(9!5	"!/$#(	$&	�#�)'2	�#-

�)'	 "!/$#(/	 $&	 �5(9�!?!	 5(9	

�5(9�!?!	&("*	"!/$#(/	$&	�&92H	

Truly soothing and thought-

provoking words about our 

beloved Bapuji. 

The unparalleled great-

ness of the ‘Father of the 

�(9!5(	 �5$!&(+	 $&95*	 !/	 5%-

knowledged by the leaders 

and thinkers of the world. 

��#	3)#/#($	�!(0	&7	��'$5(	

at the convocation ceremo-

(*	 &7	 �5"%'$$5	 �(!6#)/!$*	 5/	

$�#	��!#7	�'#/$	!(	
���	/5!9Z	

G�#	(##9	>!""!&(/	&7	�5�5$-

>5/	<'$	�!/$&)*	�5/	0!6#(	'/	
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The President of America, 

�)	�5))5%U	�'//5!(	
<5>58	

%�&/#	 �5(9�!?!	 5/	 �!/	 >&/$	

favourite leader when he 

was asked about it by a 

group of American students. 

Albert Einstein, the famous 

/%!#($!/$8	 /5!98	 G�#(#)5$!&(/	

to come, it may well be, will 

scarce believe that such a 

>5(	 5/	 $�!/8	 #6#)	 !(	 :"#/�	

and blood, walked upon this 

#5)$�2H

�)2	 O)5(%!/	 �#!"/&(8	 5	

great scholar in his book 

‘The Tragedy of Europe’ 

/5*/Z	 G�5(9�!	 !/	 '(!['#2	

There is no record of a man 

of his position challenging a 

great empire. A Diogenes in 

action, a St. Francis in humil-

ity, a Socrates in wisdom, he 

reveals to the world the ut-

ter paltriness of the meth-

ods of the statesman who 

relies upon force to gain his 

end. In this contest, spiritual 

integrity triumphs over the 

physical opposition of the 

7&)%#/	&7	$�#	/$5$#2H	

Born ordinary, Mohandas 

respected and exercised val-

ues in his day to day life seri-

ously and rose to an extraor-

9!(5)*	�#!0�$2	�#	$5'0�$	$�#	

world by his own life that 

any human being of any 

status or capacity can rise 

to great heights simply by 

walking the steps of values.  

�#	5""	;5($	$&	<#%&>#	0)#5$	

in life, but very few know the 

steps and even fewer walk 

the steps even after know-

!(0	 $�#>2	 �5(9�!?!	 /�&;#9	

the ladder and its supreme 

height by his exemplary life 

Q	G�*	"!7#	!/	>*	�#//50#8H	�#	

/5!92		�#	"#5)(	7)&>	�!>	$�5$	

the world does not pay us for 

what we know but for what 

;#	9&2		�	7#;	�5(9�!5(	65"-

ues are:

��� �
�����  The foremost 

;#53&(	 &7	 �5(9�!?!+/	 "!7#	

and battle was his perfect 

Truthfulness, which he used 

$&	 %5""	 ���W������	 ;�!%�	

>#5(/	 �&"9!(0	 :!)>"*	 &(	 $&	

truth. For him, Truth was as 

strong, but not destructive, 

as a bomb. Truth was also 

�!/	�&92	�#	/5!9Z	�)'$�	!/	�&9	

5(9	�&9	!/	�)'$�2	

�����
��	���
��� Practice 

of non-violence in thoughts, 

words and actions was the 

/$)&(0#/$	 $&&"	 7&)	 �5(9�!2	

By means of this, he not only 

gained Independence for In-

dia, but also grew as a ‘Ma-

hatma’, a great soul, for the 

;&)"92		�%%&)9!(0	$&	�5(9�!-

ji, non-violence meant physi-

cal non-violence and mental 

non-violence. To him, jeal-

ousy, hatred, and intolerance 

are a part of violence. 

�)2	�!"$&(	�5*#)	&(	�5(-

dhi’s assassination wrote: 

“This old man had no pos-

sessions; he had no position. 

�!/	"!7#	;5/	;&)$�	(&$�!(0	$&	

him; and his death did not 

bother him. But the world 

was shaken because, with-

out any army, a navy, an air 

force, without a stick or a 

stone without power or pa-

tronage, he pulled down 

the pillars of an empire and 

brought freedom to a sub-

continent of four-hundred 

>!""!&(8	'(5)>#9	3#&3"#2H	

��� ��������
����� �5(9�!?!	

was a great giver and loser, 

and thereby he happened to 

be the greatest receiver and 

winner. Saint Francis said: 

]H	�$	!/	!(	0!6!(0	$�5$	;#	)#-

%#!6#2H	 �5(9�!?!	 ;5/	 5(	 #>-

<&9!>#($	&7	/#":"#//(#//2	�#	

never accumulated any ma-

terial things for himself or 

7&)	�!/	75>!"*2	�#	;&)U#9	5(9	

lived for the entire Indian 

and world family.

��� �
����	����	 �5(9�!?!	

was always against luxury 

5(9	"56!/�(#//2	�#	'/#9	&("*	

the most basic necessities 

7&)	 /')6!65"2	 �#	 56&!9#9	 6#-

hicles where it was possible 

$&	;5"U2	�#	/5!9	$�5$	&(#	&7	

the secrets of his health and 

stamina was his daily walk. 

�#	5$#	$�#	/!>3"#/$	7&&9	5(9	

"!6#9	 !(	 5	 /!>3"#	 �&'/#2	 �#	

said: “More dishes means 

>&)#	 9!/#5/#/2H	 
(	 &(#	 &%-

casion, while travelling to 

South Africa by a train, he 

noticed that all the seats and 

compartments that were 

reserved for the Indian pas-

sengers were luxurious and 

(&$	 (#%#//5)*	 7&)	 $�#>2	 �#	

compelled his fellow Indian 

passengers to vacate the un-

necessary booked seats and 

compartments in order to let 

the non-Indian passengers 

travel comfortably in those 

compartments though the 

fare for those seats and com-

partments was paid by the 

�(9!5(/2	 ��5$	 >50(5(!>!$*	

and humanity in his frugal-

ity!  

!��"��
������O&)	�5(9�!?!8	

humanity was the Mother of 

$�#	"5;	&7	�5(9	5/	;#""	5/	$�#	

�&$�#)	 &7	 5""	 �#"!0!&(/2	 �#	

/5!98	 G��#	 "5;	 &7	 �'>5(!$*	

!/	75)	5<&6#	$�#	�5;	&7	�5(92H	

�#	 <)&U#	 #6#)*	 �)!$!/�	 "5;	

that was against humanity 

though he had no material 

possessions or power. Mr. 

��!6	 ��#)5	 !(	 _O)##9&>	 !/	

not Free’ writes: “If you take 

5	 "&&U	5$	�5(9�!?!+/	 "!7#8	*&'	

realize that he broke every 

�)!$!/�	"5;2	�5(9�!	;5/	$�#(8	

the biggest criminal! Anyone 

who breaks a law, technically 

/3#5U!(08	%&>>!$/	5	%)!>#2H	

�5(9�!	$&"9	$�#	�)!$!/�8	GW&'	

make the law and I’ll break 

!$2H	 �5(9�!	 /5!9	 /&>#$�!(0	

very important- beyond the 

law of the land, there is a law 

of humanity which is way 

above the law of land. 

#�� $�%�%��� &'�(� )**��
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of mellow fruitfulness in 

Bhutan. It’s the season of 

fruitfulness, festivities and 

celebrations. Everything 

in nature turns colourful 

just as every person does. 

The hills and vales take on 

the light golden hues of au-

$'>(2	 �(9	 $�#	 :!#"9/	 $')(	

golden radiating the mes-

sage of abundance. 

In the traditional Bhu-

tanese culture, the well-

being of the nation is mea-

sured in terms of timely 

rainfall, which results in 

bountiful harvest, which 

in turn wards off famine. 

This is the basic measure 

of well-being, at once sim-

ple and human. 

Today, owing to mod-

ernisation, times have 

changed and so have the 

nation’s priorities. The 

well-being of the nation is 

measured by how much 

the nation can buy and 

consume, build, and build 

more. It’s said that, at this 

time of the year in olden 

days, spiritual practitio-

ners who meditated on 

the hillsides would look 

down upon the golden val-

leys and smile at the pros-

pect of abundant harvest 

7&)	 $�#!)	 35$)&(/	 C75)>-

#)/E2	 �&95*8	 !7	 $�#*	 "&&U	

down upon the valleys, 

they would see monstrous 

buildings and concrete 

?'(0"#/2	 �599*	 :!#"9/	 5)#	

!(%)#5/!(0"*	 /5%)!:!%#9	 7&)	

urbanization even as the 

country is suffering from 

a deepening food crisis. All 

is certainly not well.

At this time, numerous 

tshechus around the coun-

try invite people to be spir-

itual, festive and colourful. 

But in some parts of the 

country, there’s a tenden-

cy to monetize tshechus. 

So, some communities 

tend to time their tshe-

chus with tourist arrival. 

In many parts of the coun-

try, commercial activities 

overshadow the spiritual 

side of tshechus. 

Autumn season gives 

us such food for thoughts, 

and more.        

AP TSARA
            SPEAKS...

  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

.

AUTUMN’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
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:"&;	!/	&(#	&7	$�#	U!""#)/	&7	<'/!(#//#/8	5(9	!7	$�#*	9&(+$	
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comes that much stronger.

��5$	5<&'$	$�#	/&	N%5""#9	?&</	(&<&9*	;5($/	$�5$	$�#	

����	 !/	 /'33&/#9"*	 $5U!(0	 '3{	 ��#*	 5)#	 0#$$!(0	 0&&9	

rates, and that’s always good for business. That is how 

/'%�	5	�'0#	;�!$#	#"#3�5($	"!U#	$�#	����	!/	/$!""	/')6!6-

ing.

��&'0�	�5(9�!?!	;5/	5(	�(-

dian and worked for India, 

he considered the entire hu-

man race as his family and 

the entire world as his home. 

�#	 ;5/	 5	 ;#""N;!/�#)	 5(9	

well-doer for all the nations 

5(9	 5""	 3#&3"#2	 �#)#	 �	 :!(9	

�53'?!	!(	"!(#	;!$�	�5)"	�5)|	

who said: “The most happy 

is the one who makes the 

>&/$	3#&3"#	�533*2H	

�5(9�!?!	 ;5/	 505!(/$	 $�#	

distinction between foreign-

#)/	 5(9	 !(9!0#(&'/2	 �#	 ;5/	

a worshipper of humanity 

which is regarded as the loft-

iest of all values. 

�(	 5	 ('$/�#""8	 �5(9�!?!	

was a global citizen loved, 

respected and accepted by 

all nations. Many British 

>#(	5(9	;&>#(	;#)#	�5(-

dhi’s best friends. Many of 

them ran to him with their 

3)&<"#>/	 5(9	 9!7:!%'"$!#/2	

An Englishman comment-

#98	 G�5(9�!?!8	 �	 $�!(U	 *&'	

are more pro-British than I 

5>2H	�5(9�!	/5!98	G�	;!""	(&$	

�')$	�(0"5(9	&)	�#)>5(*	$&	

/#)6#	�(9!52H

0�� ���4�	
��
��+���	�
�  
�5(9�!?!	 5";5*/	 "&6#9	 $&	

identify and eliminate his 

faults and weaknesses in or-

der to feed and nurture the 

:"5>#	&7	�!/	!((#)	/3!)!$2	O&)	

that purpose, he observed 

silence every Monday. Bapu 

spent the silent hours in ana-

"*}!(0	 �!/	 :"5;/	 5(9	 #))&)/	

and in devising strategies to 

)#:!(#	 5(9	 )#<'!"9	 �!>/#"7	

following the directions of 

�!/	!((#)	�&)92

6�� "�7+���	�
�� �5(9�!?!	

was the most compassionate 

>5(	#6#)	U(&;(2	
(#	>&)(-

ing in England, a small boy 

offered some woolen clothes 

to him out of pity as the man 

was seen without any clothes 

!(	 $�#	 %&"9	 ;#5$�#)2	 �5(9�!	

was happy and said that he 

could not wear the clothes 

unless all his family mem-

bers had clothes to wear. 

The boy generously offered 

to give clothes for the whole 

75>!"*	&7	�5(9�!8	$�!(U!(0	&7	

a small number of members 

in a usual family. But the boy 

;5/	 /�&%U#9	 ;�#(	 �5(9�!	

said that he needed clothes 

for all the Indian people who 

were suffering for lack of 

proper clothes because they 

all were his family members.

��#(	 �5;�5)"5"	 �#�)'	

3)&3&/#9	$&	�5(9�!?!	$&	%#"-

ebrate India’s independence, 

�5(9�!	$&"9	�!>	$&	%#"#<)5$#	

the occasion by fasting as 

many days as he could. For 

him, sharing the starvation 

and sufferings of the mil-

lions of Indians then in the 

wake of the independence 

war was the best way to cele-

brate the joy of the Freedom.

8�� 9��+���� 4�
� ������
�
���
������
���Respect for 

teachers and elders is a well 

known human value that 

raises man to a higher plane. 

�5(9�!?!	 (')$')#9	 $�!/	 $)##	

/#)!&'/"*2	�#	;5/	<"!(9	5$	$�#	

75'"$	&7	#"9#)/2	
(	&(#	&%%5-

sion, the visiting Education 

�(/3#%$&)8	�)2	�!"#/8	9!%$5$#9	

:!6#	 ;&)9/	 7&)	 $�#	 /$'9#($/	

in the class in order to check 

$�#!)	/3#""!(0	/$5(95)92	
(#	

of the words was ‘kettle’ 

;�!%�	 �5(9�!	 �59	 >!//3#"$2	

�!/	 $#5%�#)	 $)!#9	 $&	 3)&>3$	

him with the point of his 

boot, but in vain. The teach-

er wanted him to copy the 

correct spelling of the word 

from his neighbour’s slate. 

�'$	�5(9�!	�59	$�&'0�$	$�5$	

the teacher was there to su-

pervise against copying. The 

result was all the boys except 

�5(9�!8	 ;#)#	 7&'(9	 $&	 �56#	

spelt every word correctly. 

�5(9�!	 9!9	 (&$	 "&/#	 #6#(	

the slightest respect for the 

teacher though the teacher 

had shown weakness in his 

#$�!%/2	 �#	 ;5/	 <*	 (5$')#	

blind at the fault of elders. 

�:�� ;�
�� ���	�
�� �
��
4��� ��
���	 �5(9�!?!	 <#-

lieved  in actions not in 

words. So when most of the 

world leaders tried to teach 

and serve the mankind 

through speeches, the Bapu 

taught and served his global 

family through his noble 

deeds and practices. 

���� (�7��
��	 �'>&')	

was a nourishment for Bapu-

?!+/	/&'"2	�#	/5!9Z	G�7	�	�59	(&	

sense of humour, I would 

long ago have committed 

/'!%!9#2H	 
(	 &(#	 &%%5/!&(8	

someone raised a question 

about his total non-posses-

/!&(	5/	�5(9�!?!	;5/	;#5)!(0	

a piece of loin-cloth around 

his waist. In reply humour-

ously he said that he was 

willing to renunciate even 

that cloth piece if someone 

;5($#9	 �!>	 $&	 9&	 $�5$2	 �#	

added that he had thought it 

was a need for a human be-

ing.

	�&	;&(9#)8	�5)&?!(!	�5!-

9'	9#/%)!<#/	�5(9�!?!	5/	$�#	

�!(0"!#/$	&7	5""	U!(0/2

 Bapuji has taught us by 

his life. The great lesson is: 

when we tread the path of 

values, listening to our con-

science and live for others, 

the entire world becomes 

our home and mankind be-

comes our family. And then 

having nothing, yet we have 

5""8	5/	�!)	�#()*	�&$$&(	/5*/	

!(	�!/	3&#>8	G��#	��5)5%$#)	

&7	5	�533*	�!7#H2	

Some quotable quotes of 

Mahatmaji on celebration of 

$�#	���	��WZ

1. The whole world is like 

the human body with its var-

ious members. Pain in one 

member is felt in the whole 

body.

2. The greatness of a na-

tion and its moral progress 

can be judged by the way its 

animals are treated.

3. For a non-violent per-

son, the whole world is one 

75>!"*2	 �#	 ;!""	 $�'/	 7#5)	

none, nor will others fear 

him.

4. To call woman the 

weaker sex is a libel. It is 

man’s injustice to woman. If 

by strength is meant brute 

strength then, indeed, is 

woman less brute than man. 

If by strength is meant moral 

power, then woman is im-

measurably man’s superior.

5.	 ��5$	 ;#	 5)#	 9&!(0	 $&	

the forests of the world is but 

5	 >!))&)	 )#:"#%$!&(	 &7	 ;�5$	

we are doing to ourselves 

and to one another.

6. The roots of violence: 

�#5"$�	 ;!$�&'$	 ;&)U8	 �"#5-

sure without conscience, 

�(&;"#90#	 ;!$�&'$	 %�5)-

5%$#)8	 �&>>#)%#	 ;!$�&'$	

morality, Science without 

�'>5(!$*8	 �&)/�!3	 ;!$�&'$	

/5%)!:!%#8	 �&"!$!%/	 ;!$�&'$	

principles. May non-vio-

lence triumph! 
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ADVERTISEMENT
ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN

MINISTRY OF WORKS & HUMAN SETTLEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF ROADS

PHUENTSHOLING FIELD DIVISION

FD/DoR/P-Ling/2012-13/10/308             

 INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed bids are invited from eligible Large Class Bhutanese Contractors registered 
with CDB and holding valid trade license for Construction of Abutments, Anchorage 
Blocks and River Protection Works of Amochu Bailey Suspension Bridge on Dorokha-
Denchukha road.

A complete set of bidding document may be downloaded from www.mowhs.gov.
bt. All the bids must be accompanied with the required amount of bid security 
in the form of demand draft/cash warrant/bank guarantee in favour of the Ex-
ecutive Engineer, DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids should be submitted on or before                                         
1:00 PM on October 30, 2012 and addressed to the Executive Engineer, Field 
Division, DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids shall be opened on the same day at 2:00 
PM. Interested bidders are invited to attend the bid opening.

Executive Engineer

DAMCHEN AGENCIES

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The management of Damchen Agencies is pleased to announce the following 
vacancies for Thimphu Branch.

Sl. 
# 

Post  Slot Qualification  Experience

1 Sales man  1 Class XII
2 years experience in   
salesmanship in FMCG

2  Store In-charge 1 Class XII Minimum
2 years experience in the 
same area

3  Godown boy 2 Class X  Nil

Interested candidates may submit applications latest by 10th October, 2012 along 
with following documents to Sr. General Manager, Damchen Agencies, Evergreen 
Sawmill Compound, Jordan Lam, Phuentsholing.

Copy of CID Card,1. 

Qualification Certificate, 2. 

No Objection Certificate from the previous employer,3. 

Medical Fitness Certificate,4. 

Security Clearance Certificate.5. 

DAMCHEN TALC INDUSTRIES
DAMCHEN GROUP OF ORGANISATION

PHUENTSHOLING : BHUTAN

DTI/HO/Adm-41/2012-236

NOTIFICATION

Damchen Talc Industries, Phuentsholing would like to 
hire one excavator for Sadhu Madhu Talc Mines for 
the period of one month with immediate effect.

Interested bidders are requested to submit their 
bids to Sr. Adm. Officer (17160510, Fax # 
252346/251059)

Sr. Adm. Officer

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN
MINISTRY OF WORKS & HUMAN               

SETTLEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF ROADS

PHUENTSHOLING FIELD DIVISION
FD/DoR/P-Ling/2012-13/10/309

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed bids are invited from eligible hiring/
transport agencies holding valid trade license 
for transportation of complete bridge parts from 
fabrication yard in Phuentsholing to Amochu bridge 
site at Tabadramtey.

A complete set of bidding document may be 
downloaded from www.mowhs.gov.bt. All the bids 
must be accompanied with the required amount of bid 
security in the form of demand draft/cash warrant/
bank guarantee in favour of the Executive Engineer, 
DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids should be submitted 
on or before 1:00 PM on October 30, 2012 and 
addressed to the Executive Engineer, Field Division, 
DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids shall be opened on the 
same day at 2:00 PM. Interested bidders are invited 
to attend the bid opening.

Executive Engineer

Advertise with Bhutan observer 
to maximise your reach
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What next for women’s income 
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RENT: 

Ideal office space available for rent on 4�� th floor 

Opposite to Taj Tashi, Thimphu. For details please 

contact at 17807636.

Shop space with one living room, one kitchen and ��

one toilet available immediately at Olakha.Rent: 

Nu.10000/- . Contact at 17603862

SALE:

27 decimal at Taba, Thimphu @ Nu. Three Lakhs ��
Fifteen Thousand per decimal.Contact:17807636

50 decimal at Rametey, Phuntsholing @Nu. Forty ��
Five Thousand per decimal. Buyers may contact 
17110072.

26 decimal at Gayzamchu, Thimphu @ Nu. ��
Two Lakhs Seventy Thousand per decimal.
Contact:17807636

21 decimal at Tshento-Shari, Paro @ Nu. Forty ��
Five Thousand per decimal. Contact:17172037.

30 decimal Land at Gadana, Paro @ Forty Five ��
Thousand per decimal. Buyers may contact 
17172037.

We publish your Advertisements on www.
bhutanobserver.bt/advertisement on the same 

day of publication for free.

We are trusted by the readers you want to 
reach.

Also, did you know that you can now publish 
your online Classified Ads for free?

VISIT: www.bhutanobserver.bt

GOOD NEWS 
ADVERTISERS!

THE MUSEUM OF MONARCHY
THE TOWER OF TRONGSA, TA DZONG

(DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE)
MINISTRY OF HOME & CULTURAL AFFAIRS

P.O. BOX 155, TRONGSA : BHUTAN
“ Preserving the past for tomorrow”

TMM/Adm-13/2012-2013/922

NOTIFICATION

This is to notify all concern Tour Guides and Tour Operators registered with the 
Tourism Council of Bhutan Secretariat that henceforth the Museum of Monarchy, 
Ta-dzong, Trongsa will be recording the Tour Guide License numbers at the Front 
Desk Entrance of the museum to properly monitor the entry of each individual tour-
ist into the museum. In this regard, this office would like to inform all concerned 
tour guides/operators that it is mandatory to produce his/her guide licenses with-
out failure to the Front Desk Incharge of the museum during your visit.

In the event of failure to produce the guide license, the museum management will 
withhold the entry of particular group/ tourist and forward such cases to Tourism 
Council of Bhutan Secretariat and Bhutan Guides Association for action. Therefore, in 
order to avoid unnecessary hindrance at the entrance of the museum, all concerned 
tour guides/ operators are requested to produce their licenses to enter the Museum 
of Monarchy, the Tower of Trongsa, Ta-Dzong,Trongsa.

Deputy Chief Curator

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN
DZONGKHAG ADMINISTRATION

DZONGKHAG ENGINEERING SECTOR
TSIRANG

"Towards Quality Infrastructure"

TD/DES-21/2012-2013/3045

INVITATION FOR BIDS

 The Dzongkhag Administration, Tsirang invites sealed bids from the eligible contrac-
tor registered with Construction Development Board for the construction of works 
tabulated hereunder;

Sl 
No

Name of Work
Contractor 
Category

Bid Security

1.
Construction of 2 units PF toilets 
for boys and girls at Tsirangtoe LSS 
(W3)

Small Nu. 6,700.00

Bidding documents may be purchased from the office of the Dzongkhag Engineer, 
Tsirang Dzongkhag from 1st October 2012 to 15th October 2012 for a non-
refundable fee of Nu. 300.00 in the form of cash warrant or demand draft payable 
in favour of Dasho Dzongdag, Dzongkhag Administration, Tsirang.

Interested bidders may acquire further information from Dzongkhag Engineering 
Sector at +975-6-471202 during office hours.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security of Nu. 6,700.00 drawn in favour 
Dzongdag, Dzongkhag Administration, Tsirang. The bid security must be furnished 
as per prescribed format with validity of 30 days beyond validity of the bid.

Bids must be delivered to Dzongkhag Engineering Sector, Tsirang on or before            
10.30 AM on 15th October 2012 and will be opened on the same day at                
11.00 AM in presence of the bidders or their representatives who wish to attend.

Dzongrab
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US Dollar 53.45 55.20

Pound 86.55 88.95

Euro 69.15 71.10

Yen(100) 68.40 70.35

Swiss Franc 57.20 58.85

Hongkong Dollar 6.90  7.10

Canadian Dollar 54.55 56.10

Australian Dollar 55.55 57.10

Singapore Dollar 43.60 44.85

Danish Kroner 9.30  9.55

Norwegian Kroner 9.30  9.60

Swedish Kroner  8.15 8.35

1	
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��2��	�%�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������3��	��0
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EXPRESSION

Between September 28 and  October 04 the auspicious 
direction advised before undertaking any important 
activity are north and east.

Forecast Broadcast From the Bodhi tree

HAPPINESS

THE BIOGRAPHY OF ZHABDRUNG NGAWANG NAMGYAL

CHAPTER 9: PROPHECY FOR FOUNDING A STATE 
A state to uphold the teachings
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        to be continued...

©KMT Publishing House, Thimphu. Translated into English by Dr Sonam Kinga.
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-Chogyam Trungpa Rinpoche

EVERYONE CAN CRY AND LAUGH
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RIHS rediscovers its socio-cultural life Documenting our 

�������	
����
The students and teachers of Royal 
��������	
�	��
���	��������	������	
in Thimphu went for a picnic on 
May 25 to Kuenselphodrang, com-
monly known as Buddha Point. 

As dawn broke on the picnic 
day, the counsellors and some stu-
dents were busy arranging things 

��	��
���
����	����	�
	���	���-
nic spot. Director, lecturers and 
����
����	 ��
��	 
�
��	 ����	 �����	
�
�������	 �
����	���	 ��������	 �
�-
ily to celebrate the day.

The students said that picnic 
was a good event for classmates 
and teachers to catch up with one 
another and to celebrate the day 
like one big family. For them, it 
was also a break from their usual 
�
����	��	���	���������

Amid whispering pine trees 

��	 ����������	 �
!	 "���#��	 �����	
were cultural and dance items by 
the students. As the whole family 
indulged themselves in music, re-
����������	$
���	��	
"���
����	

In a city that has few social spac-
Chimi Lhamo

GNM 2nd Year, RIHS

CAMPUS

%
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�����
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��	���-
���	&����
�	'��*��+�	%���
�	�/��-
���
�	��	:;<=�	>�?����
��	��	:;<@	
���
����	 ���	 �/�������	 
�	 '�
G+�	
stone loach (Balitora brucei) and 
��
�	 ��
��	 �����#
��
�
/	 ����
��-
sonii) in Bhutan. However, actual 
J���	 ���L�G	 
�	 �����G
O�
��
	 ��	

Bhutan started only in 1976, when G.P Dubey was 

�������	 "G	 ���	 V

�	 
��	 W����������	 X��
��#
-
�
�	�VWX�	
�	Z�����	[
�
��	�
	
�����	���	�
���-
�
�	
�	J����G	��L��
�����	��	%���
��	

��"��\�����G�	��	:@];	^�"�G	���
����	_`	J��	
�������	��
�	%���
��	�����	
�	�����	����	�/
����	
Brown trout (Salmo truta fario) made its entry 
into the country in 1930. In 2005, based on the 
survey of rivers in the Bomdeling Wildlife Sanctu-

�G�	 %�
q
�
�	 
��	 x�����G	 �/������	 ���	 J��	 ��-
versity of Bhutan to 52 species. In 2007, the list 
increased to 53 species when Dema (in Kuensel) 
���
����	���	�/�������	
�	���	x�"��
�	��
��	z

��	
�x����
��G�
	��
���#{
��	��	%���
��		

W	�
�
�	
�	=`|	�������	
�	J��	�
L�	"���	���
��-
ed from the Eastern Himalayan region and 213 
�
/
	��
�	W���
��
�	}�
����	 ��	[
����
��	 ����
�	
But the diversity of the ichthyo-fauna of Bhutan 
���
���	������/��
����	

&���	���	
��	�
	J��	���	�/�����	{�
������	�
��	

	���L�G	
�	���	J��	��L�����G	
�	%���
�	�
�	�
�-
ducted in 2011 by two B.Sc. students of College of 
[
���
�	���
�����	��	z
"��
�	x��	���L�G	���
����	

	��������
�G	����{����	
�	;=	�������	
�	J��	�
���	
in Bhutan. Of these, 12 were introduced species, 
"�
����	��	����"��
���G	
�	��������
�
��G�	

�
��	 
�	 ���	 ��
������	 �/
��	 �������	 �
���	
����
����	 ����	 �������	 ���	 %�
��	 ��
���	 �
��-
"
�	 ��
���	 
��	 &
�{���	 �
����	 �?�
��
�	 �����	
���
���	 ��
�	 
�
���	 ���	 �
���	 
!��	 �����
��	
ecological impacts where these species are intro-
duced, due mostly to their carnivorous feeding 
habits. 

In Bhutan, while the Brown trout and Rainbow 
trout were introduced through government pro-
��
�����	 
����	 �������	 ��{�	 ���	 &
�{���	 �
����	
����	 ����
�����	��������
�
��G�	�
���G	 ���
���	
tshethar (compassionate release of live animals) 
in the water bodies of the southern border towns. 
����
����
�	 
�	 �/
��	 �������	 ��	 
�
��	 ���	 �
�-
�
��	��
�	
����	���	�
����L
�
�	
�	�
�L�	�����G
O
fauna diversity in Bhutan.
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������	�
	J��	����
�
��	>���
-
tory species like the Golden mahseer (Tor spp.) 
are likely to be at higher risk from such barriers. 
z�{������	 ��
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���	 ������
-
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or spawning trigger) are likely to respond to the 
changing water temperature early in the season.
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PERSPECTIVE


�������
�����������������������������	��

KNOWLEDGE IN ACTION

Kunzang Pem
3rd Year, ILCS

��������	
�	z
���
��	
��	?������	
�������	 ��z?��	 ��	 x
{����	 x�
���
�	
has introduced a new undergradu-
ate programme called Bhutan and 
Himalayan Studies (BHS). 

The course will mainly focus on 
an in-depth study of the culture, 
����
�G	 
��	 ��
���
��	 
�	 %���
�	
��	�
���/�	
�	
����	���
�
G
�	���-
tures. The course will enhance the 
��������+	 ����
���	 {�
������	 ��	
��������	
��	��
���
��	
�	���	���-

�
G
��	 x��	 �
����	 ��	 �/������	 �
	
enable the students to interpret, 
compare, describe and narrate 
historical and cultural background 
of Bhutan and other Himalayan 
countries. 

BHS is a three-year general 
programme. Students will be of-
fered the honours programme in 
���	 �
����	 G�
�	 ��	 ���G	 ���J��	 ���	
minimum requirement marks. The 
�
����	����	�
L�	JL�	�
�����	�L�-
ry semester. 

�x���	 �
����	 ��	 ���	 J���	 
�	 ���	
kind in the RUB system and in 
South Asia. Being the pioneer, 

�����������	�
���
��������
�����������������	��
���������������	���!����	�����!"��

���	 ��������	����	��L��
�	 ���{
���	
"������	 �Z%	 
��	 ���L�������	

"�

�	�
	
q�
��	�
�����	��������	
and scholars in the future,” said 
z
���	 [�
�
���	 ���	 ��
��
���	
leader and developer.

x��	 �
����	 ��	 
��
	 �/������	 �
	
address contemporary issues and 
challenges facing the Himalayan 
�
������	
�	���G	����	"�	��
�����	
in the development philosophy 

�	 '�
��	 [
�
�
�	 �
��������	 x��	
%��	 ��
��
���	 ����	 "�	 �/������	

to have complete knowledge on 
the Himalayan history and culture 
of Bhutan and other Himalayan 
countries.

The Academic Board of the RUB 
approved BHS programme during 
���	 ������	 
�	 >
G	 <	 
��	 _	 ����	
year. The board in the same meet-
ing approved B.Sc in Sustainable 
Development in College of Natural 
Resources. 

es like parks, Kuenselphodrang, 
which overlooks the sprawling 
Thimphu city, serves as a refresh-
ing spot for people to gather and 
�
��
��#��	 V
�	 
�	 ��������	 �
���G	
��{�	 �����	 ��+�	 ���
��
��	 �
	 ����	
informally beyond the campus. 

At 1:30 pm, the grand lunch was 
served. On the menu were some 
of the favourite Bhutanese dishes 
served in generous amounts. 

W!��	���	������	���	���������	
�	

the programme was couple danc-
���	�
�
	�
���	��
�	J�
�	G�
�	���-
dents and group dances with the 
lecturers. 

&���	���	����"�
�
��	�����	
at 4:30 pm, everybody had redis-
covered their social and cultural 
life long lost to the bustle of aca-
�����	
��L�����		
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Looking to Bhutan for activating 
Mid-East peace talks 

VOICES

�����%�	[�?�&�
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��"�	�##.#.	��&#	����	#)#&5	��.�(!	�#������	

+#�6##�	 ��#	 B�!	 1&��	 ��.	 1�&�#$	 '�����*#	 ��	

"#�,5	��.	(#�	 %#6	�*���#	��.	6��#	�"�����	

��)#	 +##�	 #;"$�&#.!	 "�&��'*$�&$(	 +(	 '��"��-

������#	 ��.	 ���0"�&�����	 "�&��#�!	 #)#�	 ��	

��#�#	'�*��&�#�	�&#	��	��#	"&�'#��	�%	��"$�.-

���	��.	�&#	6�$,���	��#	"���	�%	�	&#�����$	��.	

�$�+�$	'�&���'	7*��.�&(5	�	'��"��������#	��.	
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���0"�&�����	'�*��&(	'�*$.	+#	��#	"#&%#'�	�#-

.����&	+#�6##�	'�*��&�#�	6���#	��#�.��	��)#	

$#.	 ��#�	 ��	 &#"#��#.	 .#�.$�',�!	 '����.#&���	

%#6	�"�����	+#��.#�	6�&5	 1�	 ����	'���#;�	 ��	 ��	

��"�&����	��	�##	6�(	��#	G�*&��	W���	�%	��*-

���!	H���#	����(#	4���'�*',!	6��	�*�.#.	���	

'�*��&(	 ����	 �	 .#��'&���'	 ��.	 %���	 .#)#$�"-
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ance of trade in the face of 

)!/!(0	7&&9	!(:"5$!&(2	

�&>#	 ��	 3#)%#($	 &7	 )!%#	

%&(/'>3$!&(	 !(	 ��	 &7	 $�#	

@4	 0#;&0/	 !(	 $�#	 /!|	 #5/$-

ern dzongkhags is imported 

from India.

The nation’s dream of 

rural prosperity, in other 

words, alleviating poverty, 

which in Bhutan is mainly a 

rural phenomenon, will thus 

remain only a dream if the 

agriculture sector contin-

ues to decline. It is not just 

losing the country’s small 

arable land to development 

but overall production of ag-

riculture products that is in 

decline. Most of the dzong-

khags that have higher share 

of food grain production 

are experiencing negative 

growth rate. And with it, 

growth rate of livestock sec-

tor is also seeing steady de-

cline.

The study found that in-

#7:!%!#(%*	&7	 $�#	50)!%'"$')#	

sector is also because agri-

culture sector continued to 

receive lesser priority after 

$�#	:!7$�	:!6#N*#5)	3"5(2	�!(%#	

�4�
8	7&)	#|5>3"#8	$�#	/�5)#	

of agriculture in the coun-

$)*+/	:!6#N*#5)	3"5(/	�5/	%&(-

sistently been decreasing. 

�&6#)(>#($	 !(6#/$>#($	 !(	

50)!%'"$')#	!(	$�#	�!($�	�"5(	

decreased to 7 percent from 



2�	 3#)%#($	 !(	 $�#	 O!7$�	

Plan, which translates to 

about only one tenth of gov-

ernment investment on ag-

riculture although the sec-

�������	
����
������
	�	��	
�
��
	�����
�������
�

tor employs a large number 

of Bhutanese. 

The decrease in govern-

ment’s investment in ag-

riculture is coupled with 

decreasing private invest-

ment. Private investment in 

50)!%'"$')#	 9#%"!(#9	 7)&>	 @	

3#)%#($	 !(	 �4�@	 $&	 �2=	 3#)-

%#($	 !(	 
��42	 
'$	 &7	 �8���	

5%)#/	 &7	 :!#"9/8	 �8�4
	 5%)#/	

�59	 <##(	 "5!9	 75""&;	 !(	 ��	

*#5)/2	 �!6#/$&%U8	 ;�!%�	 !/	 5	

sub-sector under agricul-

$')#8	0)#;	5$	$�#	)5$#	&7	=2@	

3#)%#($	 !(	 $�#	 �4��/	 <'$	

declined to 2.7 percent in 


���/2

Another factor that con-

tributes to decelerating ag-

riculture sector and crop 

yields that needs redressing 

is lack of suitability of the 

#|!/$!(0	 :!(5(%!5"	 !(/$!$'-

tions to the needs of the sec-

tor. According to the study, 

:!(5(%!5"	/#)6!%#/	!(	!$/	3)#/-

ent form are not suited to 

$�#	 (##9/	 5(9	 (5$')#	 &7	 :!-

nancial services required by 

small farmers. 

According to Prof Sanjeev 

Metha, food grain produc-

$!&(	!(%)#5/#9	!(	�41�/	5(9	

�4��/	 <#%5'/#	 &7	 #|35(-

sion in the areas under cul-

tivation. Despite increase in 

the areas under cultivation, 

some 27 years since then, 

however, food grain produc-

tion declined sharply due to 

fall in productivity. Yield per 

hectare declined at a com-

3&'(9	)5$#	&7	�2�=	3#)%#($8	

which he said, was because 

Bhutanese agriculture sec-

tor was becoming increas-

!(0"*	!(#7:!%!#($2

��#	3#)!&9	<#$;##(	�4�
	

5(9	 �44
	 ;5/	 $�#	 0&"9#(	

era of agriculture growth in 

Bhutan as both area under 

cultivation and yield per 

hectare increased resulting 

in the growth of food grain 

3)&9'%$!&(	 7)&>	 �@=8���	

>#$)!%	 $&((#/	 $&	 
�=8���	

metric tonnes. But in the 

subsequent years, both 

yield per hectare and area 

under cultivation decreased. 

Dzongkhags with large area 

under cultivation began ex-

periencing low productivity.

This, he said, is a fatal 

combination for the agricul-

ture sector in Bhutan.

�'))#($"*8	 3599*	 *!#"9	

053	 !/	 �8�1
	 U!"&0)5>/	 5(9	

$�5$	 &7	 >5!}#	 !/	 �8�
�	 U!"&-

grams. If the existing yield 

gaps are bridged, paddy 

&'$3'$	 ;&'"9	 0)&;	 <*	 1�	

3#)%#($	 5(9	 >5!}#	 <*	 4@	

3#)%#($8	$�#	/$'9*	/5*/2	
("*	

then can the existing food 

grain shortage be converted 

to surplus. This, Prof San-

?##6	 /5!98	 !/	 (&$	 5	 9!7:!%'"$	

task as the yield gap has to 

be bridged using domestic 

standard of maximum yield 

as a benchmark. But that, 

however, will require ex-

tension of the best existing 

technological package to the 

areas where productivity is 

lower.

�%%&)9!(0	 $&	 �(!$#9	 �5-

tions Food and Agriculture 


)05(!/5$!&(8	 %"&/#	 $&	 &(#N

third of the Bhutanese pop-

ulation suffers from food 

insecurity.

=�8=@�	 Q	 ��8	 �@�	 9&0/	 5(9	

�8@��	 %5$/	 Q	 !(	 
�	 9}&(0-

khags.

The rabies transmitted 

by cats and other animals 

are same as dogs do, he said, 

but such cases are rare in 

Bhutan.

�#	 /5!9	 $�5$	 &(%#	 5	 3#)-

Rabies still claims life

�')!%�'	5(9	�5(09#%�'	

basins found to support 

white-bellied herons

son is bitten by a rabid ani-

mal, he or she has to com-

3"#$#	 5	 7'""	 %&')/#	 &7	 :!6#	

65%%!(#/2	�	65%%!(#	%&/$/	�'	

���2

The walkathon pro-

gramme will involve school 

children, community mem-

<#)/	 5(9	 &7:!%!5"/	 !(	 $�)##	

thromdes of Phuentshol-

ing, Samdrupjongkhar and 

�#"#3�'2	 ��#	 )#0!&(5"	 6#$-

#)!(5)*	&7:!%#)/	;!""	"#59	$�#	

programme. 

Rabies kills at least 

��8���	 3#&3"#	 #5%�	 *#5)	

the world over, one person 

#6#)*	 ��	 >!('$#/2	 �5?&)!$*	

of deaths occur in the devel-

oping countries of Asia and 

Africa. 

A study done by Royal Soci-

#$*	 7&)	�)&$#%$!&(	&7	�5$')#	

C����E	 /'00#/$/	 $�5$	 �'-

richu and Mangdechu basins 

could support some critical-

ly endangered white-bellied 

heron population. During 

the study, birds were sighted 

<#$;##(	@��	5(9	�8
4=	>#-

tres above the sea level dur-

ing monsoon season. 

The study is published 

!(	 ����+/	 5(('5"	 )#3&)$	 &7	


���N
��
2

According to the study, 

matured chirpine forests 

were preferred for nesting. 

�5<!$5$	 /'!$5<!"!$*	 >&9#"	

3)&?#%$/	 $�5$	 5<&'$	 �=124�	

km square is available as 

suitable habitat for the birds, 

5%%&'($!(0	7&)	�24	3#)%#($	&7	

the total geographical area. 

The study says that Pu-

natsangchu basin was pro-

jected to have more threats 

than Mangdechu basin due 

to higher population density 

of the bird, its close proxim-

ity to agricultural land and 

the construction of hydro-

power plants. 

The study listed riverbed 

quarry and livestock graz-

ing as two major causes for 

current habitat degradation. 

It says the local people view 

this bird as rare and endan-

gered but without much 

social or cultural value. 

�&;#6#)8	 3#&3"#	 5)#	 6#)*	

supportive of the conserva-

tion of the bird.

The study recommends 

a reassessment of country-

wide white-bellied heron 

habitats based on the pro-

jected habitat model and 

%&(:!)>5$!&(	 &7	 $�#	 <!)9+/	

3&3'"5$!&(	 !(	 �')!%�'	 5(9	

Drangmechu river basins. 

The bird falls under the 

/%�#9'"#	�	&7	$�#	O&)#/$	5(9	

�5$')#	 �&(/#)65$!&(	 �%$	 &7	

��'$5(	C�44�E2

�#5(;�!"#8	 ����	 !(	 %&"-

laboration with Department 

����	������ &7	�!6#/$&%U	5(9	�#35)$>#($	

of Forests and Park Services 

under the Ministry of Agri-

culture and Forests has un-

dertaken captive-rearing of 

the bird to address the high 

mortality rates at its infant 

period due to predation and 

other calamities such as for-

#/$	:!)#/2	


(	�5*	1	"5/$	*#5)8	5	%�!%U	

was hatched successfully in 

its hatchery house in Phochu 

in Punakha. 

The captive breeding 

programme is aimed at re-

covering the rapidly declin-

ing population of the white-

bellied heron in the world. 

�53$!6#N<)##9!(0	 !/	 &(#	 &7	

the strategic measures to 

mitigate the impacts of the 

upcoming Punatshangchu 

hydropower project along 

the Phochu River which is 

the largest habitat area for 

the bird in Bhutan.  

��!/	 !/	5	 :!)/$	%53$!6#	 !(!-

tiative in the world to con-

serve the white-bellied her-

on in the world.

�'(5$/�5(0%�'	 �*9)&-

power Project Authority is 

one of the primary donors 

7&)	 $�#	 3)&?#%$2	 ��O	 ��'-

tan, Felburn Foundation, 

5(9	��!$"#*	O'(9	5)#	&$�#)	

donors. 

����	 �5/	 <##(	 !(6&"6#9	

in the white-bellied her-

on conservation project 

/!(%#	 
���2	 
6#)	 $�#	 *#5)/8	

much has been understood 

about their status, potential 

threats and conservation op-

tions in Bhutan.

The initiative has helped 

establish two important 

habitat areas in Bhutan – Pu-

(5$/5(0%�'	 <5/!(	 !(	 �5(0-

9'#	5(9	�#)$!	!(	��#>05(02

The global population 

of the white-bellied heron 

is estimated to be less than 


��2	��'$5(	!/	�&>#	$&	
@	&7	

them. 

Presently, there are four 

!(9!6!9'5"/	!(	�#)$!	5(9	
@	!(	

Punatsangchu basin. 
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A Tsholing dancer swirls in fury 

Phento takes a toddler to receive blessings from Guru Tshengye

SCENES FROM THE LAST DAY 
OF THIMPHU TSHECHU 



Rabies is a fatal disease transmi�ed through bites by rabid 1. 
dogs, cats and wild animals.

Rabies kills at least 55,000 people every year in the world or 2. 
one person every 10 minutes.

Rabies is commonly present in southern parts of Bhutan along 3. 
the border areas.

If you are bi�en by any dogs, cats, or wild animals, wash the 4. 
wound thoroughly using soap and water for 10 to 15 minutes 
and report immediately to the nearest health centre or hospital 
for post-bite treatment.

Rabies has no treatment once symptoms are shown; therefore 5. 
�mely post-bite treatment is the only way to save your precious 
life.

It is important to complete the full course of post bite 6. 
vaccina�on. Receiving incomplete course can s�ll lead to 
death.

Register your pet dogs and cats with the nearest Animal Health 7. 
Centres and get them regularly vaccinated.

Vaccina�on of dogs and cats against rabies is the only way to 8. 
prevent rabies cases in animals and humans.

Cooperate during steriliza�on and vaccina�on campaign of 9. 
pet and stray dogs in your area to prevent increase of dog 
popula�on and reduce rabies incidence.

Issued for public informa�on on World Rabies Day by the Na�onal Centre for Animal Health, Department of Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forests and Department of Public Health, Ministry of Health
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Join Hands to make Bhutan-
a Rabies free country

འཛམ་ང་འལ་ནད་་ནམ།
WORLD RABIES DAY

SOME IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT RABIES

For further information, please contact: The NCAH, PO Box 155, Serbithang, Thimphu; Tel: 124 (toll free), Tel: +975-02-351083/351093



༡. ན་ཁ་ཅན་ི་འལ་ནད་འ་ འལ་ནད་ད་པ་ ་་དང་་་ ་གས་མས་ཅན་་ས་ 
་བཏབ་པ་བས་ ེལཝ་ན།

༢. འཛམ་ང་ནང་ འཆལ་ནད་་བན་་ ་བར་བན་་ ང་ས་ར་ ་ངས་༥༥༠༠༠ ་ ཡང་ན་ 
ར་མ་༡༠ ་ནང་ ་་་ ་ན་འངམ་ན།

༣. འལ་ནད་འ་ ལ་ཁབ་་་ཁ་ག་ ས་མཚམས་བདའ་་ དར་བ་དཔ་ན།
༤. ་་དང་་་ ་གས་མས་ཅན་་ས་ ་བཏབ་པ་ན་ ་བཏབ་པ་་ ་ ང་བ་བཏབ་

་ ས་ན་ར་མ་༡༠ དང་༡༥ ་བར་ན་ གས་མ་་ འ་ནམ་ལས་ ་འ་ལས་ ཐག་་
ས་ འད་བན་་བ་ ཡང་ན་ ན་ཁང་ནང་ ནབས་འབད་བར་འ་ད།

༥. འལ་ནད་་གས་མཚན་ ན་ཚར་ནམ་ལས་ ན་བས་དཔ་་ལས་ རང་་ག་བས་་
་ན་་ ་བཏབ་པ་ལ་་ ས་ད་ཁར་ ན་བས་འབད་ད།

༦. ་་ས་་བཏབ་པ་ལ་་ ན་ཁབ་ཚངམ་་ བགས་དཔ་གལ་། ན་ཁབ་མ་ཚང་པ་
ན་ ་ན་འང་་ ན་ཁ་ད།

༧. རང་འི་་་དང་་་་ ས་གནས་་་ར་འད་བན་་བ་ནང་ ་བད་འབད་་ ས་
ན་་ ན་ཁབ་བགས་ད།

༨. ང་བཅས་་དང་ མས་ཅན་་ འལ་ནད་ལས་ བཀག་ཐབས་ར་ང་་ ་་དང་་་་་ 
འལ་ནད་བཀག་་ ན་ཁབ་བགས་་ངམ་གག་ན།

༩. ་་ངས་ཁ་མར་ཕབ་དང་ འལ་ནད་བཀག་ཐབས་་ན་་ རང་་་་དང་ ང་་་ 
ཤ་བཅད་་དང་ ན་ཁབ་ བགས་པ་བས་ མཉམ་འལ་གང་ག་ མཛད་གནང་ད།

་ནམ་དང་ནགས་ཚལ་ན་ཁག་་ ་ར་ལས་ངས་ག་་ ལ་ངས་་ར་ག་བ་་བ་དང་ ག་བ་ན་ཁག་་ ་མང་ག་བ་ལས་ངས་ས་ འཛམ་ང་འལ་ནད་་ནམ་དང་འལ་ ་
མང་བ་ད་་ན་་ པར་ན་འབདཝ་ན། 

གནད་ན་ཁ་གསལ་ི་ན་་ ཐིམ་ག་གསར་ས་ཐང་ ལ་ངས་་ར་ག་བ་་བ་ནང་ འམས་ག་ཨང་༡༡༥ དང་ བན་འན་ཨང་༡༢༤/༩༧༥-༠༢-༣༥༡༠༨༣/༣༥༡༠༩༣ ི་ག་་འལ་བ་མཛད་གནང་། 

༡. ན་ཁ་
་བཏབ
ནན

༢. འཛམ་
ར་མ་

༣. འལ་
༤. ་་ད

་ ས
ས་
 

འ
༥. འལ་

་ན་
༦ ་་

ང་བཅས་་ར་ ལགཔ་གག་ཁར་མད་་ འག་ལ་
ཁབ་ནང་ འལ་ནད་འ་ ་ད་གཏང་།

འཛམ་ང་འལ་ནད་་ནམ།
WORLD RABIES DAY

འལ་ནད་དང་འལ་བ་བབ་།


