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Study finds growth crisis
in agriculture sector

=

JIGME WANGCHUK

Bhutan’s economy may be
growing at an impressive
rate but its agriculture sec-
tor, which contributes to
over two thirds of total em-
ployment, is ailing.

While the country’s gross
domestic product has been
growing consistently from
7.3 percent in the 1980s to
an average of 8.3 percent in
the early 2000s, there has
not been corresponding
growth in livestock and ag-
riculture sector. In fact, the
sector has been decelerating
rapidly since the 1990s.

This is according to the
first issue of Royal Univer-
sity of Bhutan’s Bhutan Jour-
nal of Research and Develop-
ment. Prof Sanjeev Metha’s
article titled Growth Crisis
in the Bhutanese Agriculture
Sector: An Exploratory Anal-
ysis of the Causes says the

Agriculture sector growth rate since the 1980s
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negative growth of the ag-
riculture sector contributes
to increase in inequality in
the distribution of income
given two thirds of working
population is engaged in ag-
ricultural activities, widens
the gap between rural and
urban areas and stimulates
high rural to urban migra-
tion.

As production of ma-
jor food grains continues
to decline, the differential
growth rate could adversely
impact distribution of in-
come and regional disper-
sion of growth benefits, the
study says. And as popula-
tion increases, decline in the
production of food grains
pose an awkward question
on country’s food secu-
rity strategies. It calls for a
change in country’s devel-
opment policy.

In the 1980s, the agricul-
ture sector grew at a com-

pounded rate of 5 percent,
which declined to 2.5 per-
cent in the 1990s. It further
declined to 1.54 percent the
following decade. The pro-
duction of five major crops
- paddy, maize, wheat, millet
and barley - was recorded
at 164,000 metric tonnes in
1982. But the sector could
notmaintain the growth mo-
mentum. In 2009, the sector
produced only 142,000 met-
ric tonnes of major crops.
This regressive trend
in the sector, according to
Prof Sanjeev Metha of Royal
Thimphu College, could af-
fect the health of the coun-
try’s economy because of
reduced per person avail-
ability of major food grains,
increasing burden of foreign
exchange, especially Indian
Rupee because of rising food
import, and negative bal-
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Rabies still claims
lives in Bhutan

CHADOR WANGMO

All thromdes in the coun-
try will today provide free
anti-rabies vaccination and
health check-up for dogs
and cats and organise walk-
athon programme as part
of World Rabies Day (WRD)
with the theme “Join Hands
to Make Bhutan a Rabies-
free Country”.

Rabies is a fatal disease of
the nervous system of dogs
and other animals, which
can also cause death in hu-
mans who are bitten by an
animal with this disease.
September 28 will hence-
forth be observed as World
Rabies Day to mark the
death anniversary of Louis
Paster, who discovered the
rabies vaccine in 1885.

In Thimphu, vaccination
and check-up will be done
at National Animal Hospital
in Serbithang. In Gelephu,
vaccination and health
check-up will be done in
11 designated centres, 10
in Phuentsholing and six in
Samdrupjongkhar.

WRD programme is joint-
ly organised by Ministry of
Agriculture and Forests and
Ministry of Health.

Between 2006 and 2011,
15 people died of rabies
in Bhutan. Of the total, 14
cases were reported from
Gelephu, Phuentsholing and
Samtse. The death occurred
because the victims did not
receive post-bite treatment.
Eight of them were under
the age of 16. Dog-bite cases
and rabies deaths incidents
have been highest in chil-
dren below the age of 15.

Rabies is  prevalent
mostly in southern parts
of Bhutan. Between 1996
and 2011, 60 gewogs have
reported having rabid ani-
mals.

From January 1996 to
July 31 this year, about 850
animals including dogs, cat-
tle, goats, horses, cats and
pigs died from rabies, result-
ing in significant economic
losses for the farmers and
the government.

Between 2005 and 2007,
there was a major outbreak
of rabies in the eastern
Bhutan that affected three
dzongkhags - Trashiyang-
tse, Trashigang and Mongar
- that killed about 150 ani-
mals.

Dr N Dahal, deputy chief
veterinary officer of the
National Centre for Animal
Health, said that rabies in
humans in Bhutan is caused
by stray dogs. Other animals
also spread the disease.

He said that rabies is
more prevalent in southern
belt of the country, espe-
cially in the urban centres.
“Catch, Neuter, Vaccinate
and Release” programme, he
said, will help reduce breed-
ing of stray and pet dog pop-
ulation in the country.

Starting September,
2009, to June 30,2012, Bhu-
tan successfully completed
the first phase by neutering
- removing part of an ani-
mal’s sexual organs so that it
cannot reproduce - and vac-
cinating over 38,535 domes-
tic dogs, covering 73 percent
out of 50,000 estimated
dogs in the country. The sec-
ond phase was launched on
August 2 this year and will
continue till 2015.

Dr Rajesh Kumar Pan-
dey, project coordinator of
the National Dog Popula-
tion Management and Ra-
bies Control Programme
in Thimphu, said the pro-
gramme has completed
neutering and vaccinating
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Editorial

The chaotic
pedestrians’ day

The government’s so-called pedestrians’ day never seems
to work. Almost four months after it was started, dissent-
ing voices are heard every Tuesday. It's not surprising given
the ad hoc manner in which the day was started. Only few
people disagreed with the idea behind the day but many did
not accept the way in which it was implemented.

First, the initiative was implemented with a sudden haste
that nobody had time to ruminate on possible hiccups. There
was no need for such haste. And there should have been
public consultations before putting the idea into practice.

The pedestrians’ day is, after all, not seriously meant to be a
day for pedestrians. Taxis are allowed to take control of the
roads where other vehicles are not allowed. Taxis make up
for whatever emission is cut down by banning other vehicles’
movement. Cutting down carbon emission does not make
sense when taxis become doubly busy and private cars take
long detours to move around the towns. The day is supposed
to encourage people to walk but lack of walkways and franti-
cally busy taxis do not allow a pleasant walking experience.
Therefore, few people walk on the pedestrians’ day.

Now, the problem is with breastfeeding mothers working
from home on Tuesdays. While some administrative work
can be done from home, hospital staff and teachers, who are
breastfeeding, are not able to work from home. The pedestri-
ans’ day has disturbed their usual breastfeeding routine and
they are not able to avail themselves of the new adjustment.
As a result, many teachers, hospital staff and school and
hospital authorities are in a dilemma.

Besides, business and routine work disrupted on Tuesdays
cannot be brushed aside. Thousands of drivers are rendered
workless and hundreds of business firms inefficient on the
day. Government offices can afford to throw away one work-
ing day in a week and economic worth of many people but
not others. At a time when the country’s economy is going
through a difficult period, every organisation’s and person’s
economic potential should be tapped every working day of
the year.

Although GNH and GNH-related initiatives are welcome, we
should not bite off more than we can chew.
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Government's stroke of wisdom for breastfeeding teachers

Column

A tribute to Sherig Century on International

Non-violence Day
(October 2, birthday of Gandhiji)

Santosh Chowdhury

Lin Yutsang, the Chinese phi-
losopher, said: “The People
of India listen to Nehru. Ne-
hru listens to Gandhiji and
Gandhiji only listens to God.”
Truly soothing and thought-
provoking words about our
beloved Bapuji.

The unparalleled great-
ness of the ‘Father of the
Indian Nation’ today is ac-
knowledged by the leaders
and thinkers of the world.
The present King of Bhutan
at the convocation ceremo-
ny of Calcutta University as
the Chief Guestin 2010 said:
“We need millions of Mahat-
mas but History has given us
only one.”

The President of America,
Mr Barrack Hussain Obama,
chose Gandhiji as his most
favourite leader when he
was asked about it by a
group of American students.
Albert Einstein, the famous
scientist, said, “Generations
to come, it may well be, will
scarce believe that such a
man as this, ever in flesh
and blood, walked upon this
earth.”

Dr. Francis Neilson, a
great scholar in his book
‘The Tragedy of Europe’
says: “Gandhi is wunique.
There is no record of a man
of his position challenging a
great empire. A Diogenes in
action, a St. Francis in humil-
ity, a Socrates in wisdom, he
reveals to the world the ut-
ter paltriness of the meth-
ods of the statesman who
relies upon force to gain his
end. In this contest, spiritual
integrity triumphs over the
physical opposition of the
forces of the state.”

Born ordinary, Mohandas
respected and exercised val-
ues in his day to day life seri-
ously and rose to an extraor-
dinary height. He taught the
world by his own life that
any human being of any
status or capacity can rise
to great heights simply by
walking the steps of values.
We all want to become great

in life, but very few know the
steps and even fewer walk
the steps even after know-
ing them. Gandhiji showed
the ladder and its supreme
height by his exemplary life
- “My life is my Message,” he
said. We learn from him that
the world does not pay us for
what we know but for what
we do. A few Gandhian val-
ues are:

1. Truth: The foremost
weapon of Gandhiji’s life
and battle was his perfect
Truthfulness, which he used
to call SATYAGRAHA which
means holding firmly on to
truth. For him, Truth was as
strong, but not destructive,
as a bomb. Truth was also
his God. He said: Truth is God
and God is Truth.

2. Non-violence: Practice
of non-violence in thoughts,
words and actions was the
strongest tool for Gandhi.
By means of this, he not only
gained Independence for In-
dia, but also grew as a ‘Ma-
hatma), a great soul, for the
world. According to Gandhi-
ji, non-violence meant physi-
cal non-violence and mental
non-violence. To him, jeal-
ousy, hatred, and intolerance
are a part of violence.

Mr. Milton Mayer on Gan-
dhi’s assassination wrote:
“This old man had no pos-
sessions; he had no position.
His life was worth nothing to
him; and his death did not
bother him. But the world
was shaken because, with-
out any army, a navy, an air
force, without a stick or a
stone without power or pa-
tronage, he pulled down
the pillars of an empire and
brought freedom to a sub-
continent of four-hundred
million, unarmed people.”

3. Selflessness: Gandhiji
was a great giver and loser,
and thereby he happened to
be the greatest receiver and
winner. Saint Francis said:
.." It is in giving that we re-
ceive.” Gandhiji was an em-
bodiment of selflessness. He
never accumulated any ma-
terial things for himself or

for his family. He worked and
lived for the entire Indian
and world family.

4. Frugality:- Gandhiji
was always against luxury
and lavishness. He used only
the most basic necessities
for survival. He avoided ve-
hicles where it was possible
to walk. He said that one of
the secrets of his health and
stamina was his daily walk.
He ate the simplest food and
lived in a simple house. He
said: “More dishes means
more diseases.” On one oc-
casion, while travelling to
South Africa by a train, he
noticed that all the seats and
compartments that were
reserved for the Indian pas-
sengers were luxurious and
not necessary for them. He
compelled his fellow Indian
passengers to vacate the un-
necessary booked seats and
compartments in order to let
the non-Indian passengers
travel comfortably in those
compartments though the
fare for those seats and com-
partments was paid by the
Indians. What magnanimity
and humanity in his frugal-
ity!
5. Courage:- For Gandhiji,
humanity was the Mother of
the law of Land as well as the
Mother of all Religions. He
said, “The law of Humanity
is far above the Law of Land.”
He broke every British law
that was against humanity
though he had no material
possessions or power. Mr.
Shiv Khera in ‘Freedom is
not Free’ writes: “If you take
a look at Gandhiji’s life, you
realize that he broke every
British law. Gandhi was then,
the biggest criminal! Anyone
who breaks alaw, technically
speaking, commits a crime.”
Gandhi told the British, “You
make the law and I'll break
it” Gandhi said something
very important- beyond the
law of the land, there is a law
of humanity which is way
above the law of land.

6. ONENESS WITH ALL:
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VOICES

AP TSARA
SPEAKS...

Wai! This is the season
of mellow fruitfulness in
Bhutan. It's the season of
fruitfulness, festivities and
celebrations. Everything
in nature turns colourful
just as every person does.
The hills and vales take on
the light golden hues of au-
tumn. And the fields turn
golden radiating the mes-
sage of abundance.

In the traditional Bhu-
tanese culture, the well-

ners who meditated on
the hillsides would look
down upon the golden val-
leys and smile at the pros-
pect of abundant harvest
for their patrons (farm-
ers). Today, if they look
down upon the valleys,
they would see monstrous
buildings and concrete
jungles. Paddy fields are
increasingly sacrificed for
urbanization even as the
country is suffering from

AUTUMN’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT

E being of the nation is mea-
i sured in terms of timely
E rainfall, which results in
! bountiful harvest, which
| in turn wards off famine.
E This is the basic measure
i of well-being, at once sim-

ple and human.

Today, owing to mod-
ernisation, times have
changed and so have the
nation’s priorities. The
well-being of the nation is
measured by how much
the nation can buy and
consume, build, and build
more. It’s said that, at this
time of the year in olden
days, spiritual practitio-

comes that much stronger.

ing.

a deepening food crisis. All
is certainly not well.

At this time, numerous
tshechus around the coun-
try invite people to be spir-
itual, festive and colourful.
But in some parts of the
country, there’s a tenden-
cy to monetize tshechus.
So, some communities
tend to time their tshe-
chus with tourist arrival.
In many parts of the coun-
try, commercial activities
overshadow the spiritual
side of tshechus.

Autumn season gives
us such food for thoughts,
and more.

BO ONLINE COMMENTS

Inresponse to “CDCL steals contracts, say

local contractors”
The CDCL functioning without government subsidy? It
is using the narrowest definition of ‘subsidy’ as in a gov-
ernment handout of cash. What about all the machinery
they got without any interest payments for them? Cash
flow is one of the killers of businesses, and if they don’t
have to pay monthly interest then their cash flow be-

What about the so -called jobs nobody wants that the
CDCL is supposedly taking up? They are getting good
rates, and that’s always good for business. That is how
such a huge white elephant like the CDCL is still surviv-

www.bhutanobserver.bt

A tribute to Sherig Century
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Though Gandhiji was an In-
dian and worked for India,
he considered the entire hu-
man race as his family and
the entire world as his home.
He was a well-wisher and
well-doer for all the nations
and all people. Here I find
Bapuji in line with Karl Marx
who said: “The most happy
is the one who makes the
most people happy.”

Gandhiji was against the
distinction between foreign-
ers and indigenous. He was
a worshipper of humanity
which is regarded as the loft-
iest of all values.

In a nutshell, Gandhiji
was a global citizen loved,
respected and accepted by
all nations. Many British
men and women were Gan-
dhi’s best friends. Many of
them ran to him with their
problems and difficulties.
An Englishman comment-
ed, “Gandhiji, I think you
are more pro-British than I
am.” Gandhi said, “I will not
hurt England or Germany to
serve India”

7. Self-instrospection:
Gandhiji always loved to
identify and eliminate his
faults and weaknesses in or-
der to feed and nurture the
flame of his inner spirit. For
that purpose, he observed
silence every Monday. Bapu
spent the silent hours in ana-
lyzing his flaws and errors
and in devising strategies to
refine and rebuild himself
following the directions of
hisinner Lord.

8. Compassion: Gandhiji
was the most compassionate
man ever known. One morn-
ing in England, a small boy
offered some woolen clothes
to him out of pity as the man
was seen withoutany clothes
in the cold weather. Gandhi
was happy and said that he
could not wear the clothes
unless all his family mem-
bers had clothes to wear.
The boy generously offered
to give clothes for the whole
family of Gandhi, thinking of
a small number of members
in a usual family. But the boy
was shocked when Gandhi
said that he needed clothes
for all the Indian people who

were suffering for lack of
proper clothes because they
all were his family members.

When Jawharlal Nehru
proposed to Gandhiji to cel-
ebrate India’s independence,
Gandhi told him to celebrate
the occasion by fasting as
many days as he could. For
him, sharing the starvation
and sufferings of the mil-
lions of Indians then in the
wake of the independence
war was the best way to cele-
brate the joy of the Freedom.

9. Respect for teach-
ers and elders: Respect for
teachers and elders is a well
known human value that
raises man to a higher plane.
Gandhiji nurtured this tree
seriously. He was blind at the
fault of elders. On one occa-
sion, the visiting Education
Inspector, Mr. Giles, dictated
five words for the students
in the class in order to check
their spelling standard. One
of the words was ‘kettle’
which Gandhi had misspelt.
His teacher tried to prompt
him with the point of his
boot, but in vain. The teach-
er wanted him to copy the
correct spelling of the word
from his neighbour’s slate.
But Gandhi had thought that
the teacher was there to su-
pervise against copying. The
result was all the boys except
Gandhi, were found to have
spelt every word correctly.
Gandhi did not lose even
the slightest respect for the
teacher though the teacher
had shown weakness in his
ethics. He was by nature
blind at the fault of elders.

10. More actions and
few words: Gandhiji be-
lieved in actions not in
words. So when most of the
world leaders tried to teach
and serve the mankind
through speeches, the Bapu
taught and served his global
family through his noble
deeds and practices.

11. Humour:- Humour
was a nourishment for Bapu-
ji’s soul. He said: “If I had no
sense of humour, I would
long ago have committed
suicide.” On one occasion,
someone raised a question
about his total non-posses-
sion as Gandhiji was wearing
a piece of loin-cloth around

his waist. In reply humour-
ously he said that he was
willing to renunciate even
that cloth piece if someone
wanted him to do that. He
added that he had thought it
was a need for a human be-
ing.

No wonder, Sarojini Nai-
du describes Gandhiji as the
Kingliest of all kings.

Bapuji has taught us by
his life. The great lesson is:
when we tread the path of
values, listening to our con-
science and live for others,
the entire world becomes
our home and mankind be-
comes our family. And then
having nothing, yet we have
all, as Sir Henry Wotton says
in his poem, “The Character
of a Happy Life”.

Some quotable quotes of
Mahatmaji on celebration of
the BIG DAY:

1. The whole world is like
the human body with its var-
ious members. Pain in one
member is felt in the whole
body.

2. The greatness of a na-
tion and its moral progress
can be judged by the way its
animals are treated.

3. For a non-violent per-
son, the whole world is one
family. He will thus fear
none, nor will others fear
him.

4. To call woman the
weaker sex is a libel. It is
man'’s injustice to woman. If
by strength is meant brute
strength then, indeed, is
woman less brute than man.
If by strength is meant moral
power, then woman is im-
measurably man’s superior.

5. What we are doing to
the forests of the world is but
a mirror reflection of what
we are doing to ourselves
and to one another.

6. The roots of violence:
Wealth without work, Plea-
sure without conscience,
Knowledge without char-
acter, Commerce without
morality, Science without
humanity, Worship without

sacrifice, Politics without
principles. May non-vio-
lence triumph!

Santosh Chowdhury is a teacher
in Wangchu Middle Secondary
School in Chukha
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ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN
MINISTRY OF WORKS & HUMAN SETTLEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF ROADS
PHUENTSHOLING FIELD DIVISION

FD/DoR/P-Ling/2012-13/10/308
INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed bids are invited from eligible Large Class Bhutanese Contractors registered
with CDB and holding valid trade license for Construction of Abutments, Anchorage
Blocks and River Protection Works of Amochu Bailey Suspension Bridge on Dorokha-
Denchukha road.

A complete set of bidding document may be downloaded from www.mowhs.gov.
bt. All the bids must be accompanied with the required amount of bid security
in the form of demand draft/cash warrant/bank guarantee in favour of the Ex-
ecutive Engineer, DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids should be submitted on or before
1:00 PM on October 30, 2012 and addressed to the Executive Engineer, Field
Division, DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids shall be opened on the same day at 2:00
PM. Interested bidders are invited to attend the bid opening.

Executive Engineer

DAMCHEN TALC INDUSTRIES
DAMCHEN GROUP OF ORGANISATION
PHUENTSHOLING : BHUTAN
DTI/HO/Adm-41/2012-236

NOTIFICATION

Damchen Talc Industries, Phuentsholing would like to
hire one excavator for Sadhu Madhu Talc Mines for
the period of one month with immediate effect.

Interested bidders are requested to submit their
bids to Sr. Adm. Officer (17160510, Fax #
252346/251059)

Sr. Adm. Officer

DAMCHEN AGENCIES
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The management of Damchen Agencies is pleased to announce the following
vacancies for Thimphu Branch.

S1.

# Post Slot | Qualification Experience
9 . .

1 | Sales man 1 | Class XII years experience i

salesmanship in FMCG

2 years experience in the
same area

2 | Store In-charge 1 Class XII Minimum

Class X Nil

3 | Godown boy 2

Interested candidates may submit applications latest by 10" October, 2012 along
with following documents to Sr. General Manager, Damchen Agencies, Evergreen
Sawmill Compound, Jordan Lam, Phuentsholing.

Copy of CID Card,

Qualification Certificate,

No Objection Certificate from the previous employer,

Medical Fitness Certificate,

oA L

Security Clearance Certificate.

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN
MINISTRY OF WORKS & HUMAN
SETTLEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF ROADS
PHUENTSHOLING FIELD DIVISION
FD/DoR/P-Ling/2012-13/10/309

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Sealed bids are invited from eligible hiring/
transport agencies holding valid trade license
for transportation of complete bridge parts from
fabrication yard in Phuentsholing to Amochu bridge
site at Tabadramtey.

A complete set of bidding document may be
downloaded from www.mowhs.gov.bt. All the bids
must be accompanied with the required amount of bid
security in the form of demand draft/cash warrant/
bank guarantee in favour of the Executive Engineer,
DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids should be submitted
on or before 1:00 PM on October 30, 2012 and
addressed to the Executive Engineer, Field Division,
DoR, Phuentsholing. The bids shall be opened on the
same day at 2:00 PM. Interested bidders are invited
to attend the bid opening.

Executive Engineer

" SUBSCRIBE TO THE BHUTAN OBSERVER AND STAY
INFORMED ON NATIONAL NEWS AND EVENTS.
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GRASSROOTS

What next for women'’s income
generating centre?

GYEMBO NAMGYAL

Eight months ago, 10 people
from the economically vul-
nerable background began
a tailoring course at the
CDG-funded Income Gen-
eration Centre for Drong-
sep (rural) Women Tshogpa
in Gyelpobrangsa village,
Pemagatshel. None of the
learners had even touched a
sewing machine in their life
so the training course had to
begin from the basics.

Today, as they enter the
last week of their eight-
month course, the wall
of the tailoring centre is
adorned with beautifully
sewn thangkas (appliqués).
The trainees put their skills
to practice sewing ghos, ki-
ras, tegos and wongjus with
relative comfort under the
watchful eyes of the instruc-
tor.

But, as the first of the two
batches of learners enters
the final week, the main
objective of the course still
remains as distant as ever.
The centre continues to lack
a proper group formation
that is expected to manage
the centre and make it self-
sustaining.

“The main objective of the
tailoring course is to form
a group that will manage
the centre, offering employ-
ment to the trained tailors of
the first batch and generate
income. But, nothing seem
to be happening at the mo-
ment,” said Pema Nidup, the
instructor.

He said the initial plan
was to retain all the first
batch trainees, who will be
involved in full-time tailor-
ing works while the second
batch is being trained for an-
other eight months.

Shumar Gup Lepo said
that, while group forma-
tion remains desirable, it is
not as easy as it may seem
because there are several
things that needed to be tak-
en care of. “How can a group
be formed without even the

This group of people, mostly women, from Pemagatshel are completing a tailoring cours

basic needs in place,” he
asked. “There are financial
needs to be taken care of
besides capacity building of
those managing the group.”

He, however, said that the
gewog had identified some
10 potential candidates to
be trained at the centre in
the second batch, beginning
October this year.

He said that in 2010, the
centre was built primarily as
a weaving centre to provide
weaving skills on improved
looms to the underprivi-
leged women of the dzong-
khag. A group was to be
formed and trained to run
the centre sustainably. Many
sector heads volunteered
in the presence of Lyonch-
hen to assist the farmers in
group formation. But noth-
ing happened thereafter.

“l am interested to re-
main at the centre and be
part of the group if it is
formed. But if this group
does not take shape, I am
confident of making a living

=

by myself,” said 17-year-old,
Ugyen Zangmo of Shumar
village.

The oldest trainee,
50-year-old Wangdi Phunt-
sho from Gonpung village,
said he had walked three
hours daily for the last eight
months to learn tailoring.
Now that the training is
completing, he is looking
forward to the establish-
ment of cooperative style
group at the centre.

“We have an agreement
drawn at the time of our
enrollment to work for the
group. If this does not hap-
pen, I will buy a sewing ma-
chine and work from home,”
he said.

Pema Nidup said he is a
little confused with what
to do next when the new
batch of 10 learners join
the course. According to
plans, the first batch is to
work at the centre and gen-
erate income when the sec-
ond batch learns the basics.
Pema said that, should the

tailoring course progress,
the centre needs at least 10
additional sewing machines
besides other necessities.
While the first 10 sew-
ing machines have been do-
nated by Larsen and Toubro
through BAOWE (Bhutan
Association of Women En-
trepreneurs), Druk Satair
Corporation Limited, the
gypsum mining company
in Pemagatshel, provides
monthly stipend for the
learners and trainer’s sal-
ary until the completion of
training for two batches.
Since its establishment
as a weaving training cen-
tre using Mechi and Laotian
looms, 21 rural women have
been trained for two weeks
eachinthree different batch-
es. Since then, these women
have gone back to their vil-
lages but none of them has
been able to put to good use
the skills they learnt at the
centre. The looms are said
to be expensive and beyond
the reach of these marginal

[ N

e in a week’s time

women. Few looms at the
centre with missing compo-
nents have been lying idle
at Pemagatshel town since
2011.

During the incessant rain
in June this year, part of the
retaining wall built to pro-
tect the two-unit centre col-
lapsed under mudslide bury-
ing a section of one of the
two structures. The debris
is yet to be cleared although
the gewog administration
submitted the reports to the
authorities concerned im-
mediately after the incident.

Although the centre is
built with noble objectives,
there seem to be difficulties
in meeting the objectives.
Two years ago, an official
from the prime minister’s
office said the centre is be-
ing run by a loosely formed
group. Even today, the cen-
tre is in want of a group
with structured plans in
place that has the capacity
to translate those objectives
into reality.
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THE MUSEUM OF MONARCHY
THE TOWER OF TRONGSA, TA DZONG
(DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE)
MINISTRY OF HOME & CULTURAL AFFAIRS
PO. BOX 155, TRONGSA : BHUTAN
“ Preserving the past for tomorrow”

TMM/Adm-13/2012-2013/922
NOTIFICATION

This is to notify all concern Tour Guides and Tour Operators registered with the
Tourism Council of Bhutan Secretariat that henceforth the Museum of Monarchy,
Ta-dzong, Trongsa will be recording the Tour Guide License numbers at the Front
Desk Entrance of the museum to properly monitor the entry of each individual tour-
ist into the museum. In this regard, this office would like to inform all concerned
tour guides/operators that it is mandatory to produce his/her guide licenses with-
out failure to the Front Desk Incharge of the museum during your visit.

In the event of failure to produce the guide license, the museum management will
withhold the entry of particular group/ tourist and forward such cases to Tourism
Council of Bhutan Secretariat and Bhutan Guides Association for action. Therefore, in
order to avoid unnecessary hindrance at the entrance of the museum, all concerned
tour guides/ operators are requested to produce their licenses to enter the Museum
of Monarchy, the Tower of Trongsa, Ta-Dzong, Trongsa.

Deputy Chief Curator

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN
DZONGKHAG ADMINISTRATION
DZONGKHAG ENGINEERING SECTOR
TSIRANG
"Towards Quality Infrastructure"
TD/DES-21/2012-2013/3045

INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Dzongkhag Administration, Tsirang invites sealed bids from the eligible contrac-
tor registered with Construction Development Board for the construction of works
tabulated hereunder;

S1 Contractor
Name of Work Bid Security
No Category
Construction of 2 units PF toilets
1. for boys and girls at Tsirangtoe LSS Small Nu. 6,700.00
W3)

Bidding documents may be purchased from the office of the Dzongkhag Engineer,
Tsirang Dzongkhag from 1%t October 2012 to 15" October 2012 for a non-
refundable fee of Nu. 300.00 in the form of cash warrant or demand draft payable
in favour of Dasho Dzongdag, Dzongkhag Administration, Tsirang.

Interested bidders may acquire further information from Dzongkhag Engineering
Sector at +975-6-471202 during office hours.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security of Nu. 6,700.00 drawn in favour
Dzongdag, Dzongkhag Administration, Tsirang. The bid security must be furnished
as per prescribed format with validity of 30 days beyond validity of the bid.

Bids must be delivered to Dzongkhag Engineering Sector, Tsirang on or before

10.30 AM on 15 October 2012 and will be opened on the same day at

11.00 AM in presence of the bidders or their representatives who wish to attend.
Dzongrab

BO BULLETIN
RENT:

e Ideal office space available for rent on 4* floor
Opposite to Taj Tashi, Thimphu. For details please
contact at 17807636.

*  Shop space with one living room, one kitchen and
one toilet available immediately at Olakha.Rent:
Nu.10000/- . Contact at 17603862

SALE:

e 27 decimal at Taba, Thimphu @ Nu. Three Lakhs
Fifteen Thousand per decimal.Contact:17807636

e 50 decimal at Rametey, Phuntsholing @Nu. Forty
Five Thousand per decimal. Buyers may contact
17110072.

e 26 decimal at Gayzamchu, Thimphu @ Nu.
Two Lakhs Seventy Thousand per decimal.
Contact:17807636

e 21 decimal at Tshento-Shari, Paro @ Nu. Forty
Five Thousand per decimal. Contact:17172037.

e 30 decimal Land at Gadana, Paro @ Forty Five
Thousand per decimal. Buyers may contact
17172037.
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TCB inspects tour operators’

office

CHADOR WANGMO

Tourism Council of Bhu-
tan (TCB), Association of
Bhutan Tour Operators,
Handicraft Association and
Guides’ Association of Bhu-
tan have started inspecting
whether tour operators in
Bhutan have proper office
setups with regular employ-
ees from where they do their
business.

A notice was issued to
all tour operators asking
them to update their office
locations with mandatory
requirements on August 31
this year. According to tour
operators’ rules and regula-
tions of 1999, a tour opera-
tor’s office should have basic

setups

equipment like computers,
fax machine, and internet
connectivity with proper
contact address.

TCB, in the meanwhile,
has temporarily suspended
issuing new licences to trav-
el agents. Once the inspec-
tion is completed by the end
of this October, licence will
be issued.

Kinley Wangdi, the offici-
ating head of the corporate
performance  department
of TCB, said that such in-
spection was necessary to
make the tour operators in
Bhutan more professional
and to make sure that tour
operators are benefiting
other people by providing
employment.

Many small-time tour
operators are suspected to
be operating their business
from home.

While tourism is one of
the biggest earning sectors
in Bhutan, most of the oper-
ators are not operating pro-
fessionally, Kinley Wangdi
said.

“TCB has a mandate to
benefit the economy of our
country,” he said. To set up
an office would involve cost,
of course, but tour operators
have to do it because lack
of proper office is going to
affect the tourist flow into
Bhutan, he added.

The number of tourists
visiting Bhutan decreased to
23,480 in 2009 from 27,636

Picture Story

A scene from the second day of Thimphu Tshechu. Drenagchung (right), the prosecutor of
sinners after death, drags away Digchen Nyelwabum (condemed sinner) after his defendant,
Lhakarchu, loses his case on the day of judgment after death. This symbolic depiction of
judgement of the dead is part of every tshechu in Bhutan.

in 2008, which translates
to Nu 94.821 million of rev-
enue loss for TCB.

Sangey Lhaden, TCB’s
visa officer, said most of the
hotels and tourists are com-
plaining about the services
provided by the tour opera-
tors. It is also difficult for
TCB to contact tour operator
because they have no proper
address.

The TCB issues licences
to the tour operators with-
out any charges, she said.
However, the ministry of
economic affairs charges Nu
13,000 for approval and Nu
12,000 for renewal every
year.

TCB has issued 904 li-
cences since 1974. From
January 1 to June 30 this
year, the government gener-
ated Nu 3,972,000 through
renewing 331 licences. As of
July 1,2012, 146 tour opera-
tors renewed their licences.

According to the 2009-
2010 revenue report, TCB
was the fourth highest
revenue earning sector in
Bhutan. It contributed Nu
539.212 million to the gov-
ernment. Collection from
TCB constitutes royalty on
tourism and TDS from tour-
ism businesses.

Dongtu, the regional di-

rector of the economic af-
fairs ministry, said that an
independent office is neces-
sary for the tour operators
so that TCB will know which
office is located where.

Sangay Wangchuk, the di-
rector of Etho Metho Tours
and Treks, said that each
and every tour operator
has obligation to generate
income for the nation and
moral responsibility to pro-
vide meaningful and gainful
employment.

What TCB is doing right
now will only profession-
alise Bhutanese tour op-
erators. But doing inspec-
tion, he said, is just waste
of time. Instead TCB should
look into indirect impacts
like how much the tour op-
erators earn and pay to the
government, he added.

Sangay Wangchuk said
that the minimum expendi-
ture to run the office comes
to about Nu 10 million a
year, which may not be
much of a problem for big
operators. But it is difficult
for the small operators.

The inspection will be
complete by tomorrow.
After the inspection, TCB
will convene a meeting to
decide what to do with the
issue.

NOTE BUY SELL
US Dollar 53.45 55.20
Pound 86.55 88.95
Euro 69.15 71.10
Yen(100) 68.40 70.35
Swiss Franc 57.20 58.85
Hongkong Dollar 6.90 7.10
Canadian Dollar 54.55 56.10
Australian Dollar 55.55 57.10
Singapore Dollar 43.60 44.85
Danish Kroner 9.30 9.55
Norwegian Kroner 9.30 9.60
Swedish Kroner 8.15 8.35

Courtesy: bob.bt As on September 21, 2012
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Forecast Broadcast

Between September 28 and October 04 the auspicious
direction advised before undertaking any important
activity are north and east.

FRIDAY-SEPTEMBER 28

Auspicious for: Propitiating god and deities, con-
ducting cha-gug yanglen, entering a new house,
handing and taking over anything, holding discus-
sion, starting a construction of new house, sowing seeds and
planting flowers but it is sheza (unfavorable day) for the peo-
ple born in the year of rat and hog. Inauspicious for: Hoisting
prayer flag and taking out new born baby.

SATURDAY-SEPTEMBER 29

Auspicious for: Propitiating god and deities,
conducting cha-gug yanglen, conducting gin-seg,
holding discussion, calling upon superior, starting
business, organizing and celebrating event, making and taking
medicine, starting education and shifting house. Inauspicious
for: Conducting consecration and empowerment ceremonies,
conducting ritual rites for dead, taking out dead body and pay-
ing grain debt.

SUNDAY-SEPTEMBER 30

Auspicious for: Conducting consecration and
empowerment ceremonies, propitiating god and
deities, handing and taking over anything, sowing
seeds and planting flowers, starting business, making and tak-
ing medicine, welcoming and seeing off guest, learning astrol-
ogy and grammar, entering a new house and calling upon su-
perior. Inauspicious for: Conducting gin-seg and sri-nen and
celebrating wedding.

@

MONDAY-OCTOBER 01

Auspicious for: Making incense-offering and con-
ducting purification rituals and making daily offer-
ings. Inauspicious for: Construction of new ten-
sum, conducting consecration and empowerment ceremonies,
propitiating god and deities, conducting cha-gug yanglen, mak-
ing offering to naga, starting business, holding discussion, sow-
ing seeds and planting flowers, starting construction of new
house, making and taking medicine, shifting house, conducting
ritual rites for dead and paying grain debt.

TUESDAY-OCTOBER 02

Auspicious for: Making incense-offering and con-
ducting purification rituals and making daily offer-
ings. Inauspicious for: Construction of new ten-
sum, conducting consecration and empowerment ceremonies,
arranging marriage, conducting gin-seg, shifting house, start-
ing construction of new house, taking out dead body, starting
business, making and taking medicine, calling upon superior,
holding discussion, seeking divination.

WEDNESDAY-OCTOBER 03

Auspicious for: Construction of new ten-sum,
propitiating god and deities, conducting gin-seg,
making offering to naga, arranging marriage, shift-
ing house, starting construction of new house, sowing seds and
planting flowers, starting business, making and taking medicine,
calling upon superior;, joining monastic body and holding discus-
sion but it is sheza (unfavorable day) for the people born in the
year of ox, sheep, dog and dragon. Inauspicious for: Conduct-
ing consecration and empowerment ceremonies and conducting
tor-zor.

«4#% | THURSDAY-OCTOBER 04

Auspicious for: Making incense-offering and con-
ducting purification rituals and making daily of-
ferings. Inauspicious for: Propitiating god and
deities, making offering to naga, starting construction of new
house, shifting house, handing and taking over anything, un-
dertaking long journey, making and taking medicine, welcom-
ing and seeing off guest, organizing and celebrating event, call-
ing upon superior, paying grain debt and conducting ritual rites
for dead.
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(From the Bodhi treew

EVERYONE CAN CRY AND LAUGH

The tradition of Shambhala is like the rising of the sun. When the sun rises, everybody
is able to see it. The fundamental or ultimate sun lies in the hearts of all people. There-
fore, everyone possesses fundamental well-being, brilliance, and purity, Whoever a
person is, he or she is capable of crying and also capable of laughing. That is the indi-
cation that everyone has the Great Eastern Sun within them.

-Chogyam Trungpa Rinpoche

THE BIOGRAPHY OF ZHABDRUNG NGAWANG NAMGYAL

CHAPTER 9: PROPHECY FOR FOUNDING A STATE
A state to uphold the teachings

Notlong after, Zhabdrung Rinpoche again remembered the deeds and accomplish-
ments of great Kagyu masters like Milarapa and Gyalwa Lorepa. This inspired him
to consider undergoing meditative retreat again. It was then that in a vision Yab
Tenpai Nyima revealed a prophecy concerning the need to establish a state based
on the duel system of spiritual teachings and secular undertaking. The image of
Yab Tenpai Nyima also spoke about the need for establishing a state.

While seeking guidance for Rangjung Khasarpani, it indicated that establishing
a state then was far better than entering meditative retreat. He saw many dreams
in which Sri Mahakala (dpal ye shes mgon po), Palden Lhamo (pal Idan lha mo) and
the Raven-Headed Protector (mgon po bya rog gdong can) as well as other protec-
tive deities implored him to establish a state vowing their support and undertak-
ing any task entrusted to them.

He consulted Yongzin lhawang Lodro who said that he must practice the Yidam
deity Bhairava in order to gain control over all gods, demi-gods and humans. So
he again took to the Dudul cave Chagri monastery to conduct the retreat for the
sadhana of Vajra Bhairava. After all the outer, inner and secret signs of meditative
accomplishment were realized, he subdued all the non-human spirits, and eight
classes of gods and demons of Lhomon bound them to a perpetual oath to protect
the teachings.

It was then that the new Tsang Desi Karma Tenchong Wangpo summoned all
Tibetan tantrikas to Shigatse in order to revenge the death of his parents caused by
Zhabdrung Rinpoche’s sorcery. He instructed that their sorcery must achieve the
objective of harming Zhabdrung Rinpoche. Although the tantrikas said it wouldn’t
be possible to harm the Drukpa family lineage-holder, one of them insisted that
unless sorcery in making preparations such as pouring blood in a triangular metal
container and summoning Zhabdrung’s life-force magically to their presence.

to be continued...

©KMT Publishing House, Thimphu. Translated into English by Dr Sonam Kinga.

HAPPINESS

“Dad, everyone is looking
for happiness. But what
is meant by happiness?”
This was one of the ques-
tions a wise boy in India,
Svetaketu, put to his fa-
ther many centuries ago.
“One of the signs of
happiness, son, is that
a person who has it be-
comes active. A person
who does not find hap-
piness does not feel like
being active. His mind is
cramped, his will is weak.
What is vast and in-

finite brings happiness.
There is no true joy in
what is small or finite. I
can tell you that the infi-
nite alone is happiness;
butyou must desire to un-
derstand this infinite, my
son.”

“I want to understand
it, dad,” said Sveta-ketu.
“Good,” said his father.
“Then you must listen
carefully to what I say
and think deeply about it:
“When a person sees that
nothing and no one is sep-

arate from him, that he is
one with all the people,
animals, and objects in
the universe, when a per-
son sees and hears and
knows nothing else that is
the infinite.

“But, if one sees or
feels some other thing,
obstructing him, separat-
ing him, then that s the fi-
nite. He has not yet found
the infinite. “The infinite
never passes away; it lasts
forever; but what is finite
will pass away.”
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CAMPUS

RIHS rediscovers its socio-cultural life

The students and teachers of Royal
Institute of Health Sciences (RIHS)
in Thimphu went for a picnic on
May 25 to Kuenselphodrang, com-
monly known as Buddha Point.

As dawn broke on the picnic
day, the counsellors and some stu-
dents were busy arranging things
and transporting them to the pic-
nic spot. Director, lecturers and
supporting staff, along with their
families, joined the institute fam-
ily to celebrate the day.

The students said that picnic
was a good event for classmates
and teachers to catch up with one
another and to celebrate the day
like one big family. For them, it
was also a break from their usual
routine in the institute.

Amid whispering pine trees
and refreshing soft breeze, there
were cultural and dance items by
the students. As the whole family
indulged themselves in music, re-
freshments flowed in abundance.

In a city that has few social spac-

es like parks, Kuenselphodrang,
which overlooks the sprawling
Thimphu city, serves as a refresh-
ing spot for people to gather and
socialize. For an institute family
like RIHS, it’s important to meet
informally beyond the campus.

At 1:30 pm, the grand lunch was
served. On the menu were some
of the favourite Bhutanese dishes
served in generous amounts.

After the lunch, the highlight of

KNOWLEDGE IN ACTION

RIHS family chill out in the pine forest of Kuenselphodrang

the programme was couple danc-
es, solo songs from final year stu-
dents and group dances with the
lecturers.

When the celebrations ended
at 4:30 pm, everybody had redis-
covered their social and cultural
life long lost to the bustle of aca-
demic activities.

Chimi Lhamo
GNM 2" Year, RIHS

ILCS starts Bhutan and Himalayan Studies

Institute of Language and Culture
Studies (ILCS) in Taktse, Trongsa,
has introduced a new undergradu-
ate programme called Bhutan and
Himalayan Studies (BHS).

The course will mainly focus on
an in-depth study of the culture,
history and traditions of Bhutan
in context of other Himalayan cul-
tures. The course will enhance the
students’ research knowledge in
cultures and traditions of the Him-
alayas. The course is expected to
enable the students to interpret,
compare, describe and narrate
historical and cultural background
of Bhutan and other Himalayan
countries.

BHS is a three-year general
programme. Students will be of-
fered the honours programme in
the fourth year if they fulfill the
minimum requirement marks. The
course will have five modules eve-
ry semester.

“This course is the first of its
kind in the RUB system and in
South Asia. Being the pioneer,

The new ILCS campus in Taktse, Trongsa

the institute will develop linkages
between RUB and universities
abroad to attract foreign students
and scholars in the future,” said
Lopen Ngawang, the programme
leader and developer.

The course is also expected to
address contemporary issues and
challenges facing the Himalayan
societies as they will be grounded
in the development philosophy
of Gross National Happiness. The
BHS graduates will be expected

to have complete knowledge on
the Himalayan history and culture
of Bhutan and other Himalayan
countries.

The Academic Board of the RUB
approved BHS programme during
its meeting on May 3 and 4 this
year. The board in the same meet-
ing approved B.Sc in Sustainable
Development in College of Natural
Resources.

Kunzang Pem
3 Year, ILCS

PERSPECTIVE

Documenting our
fish diversity

Based on the collections made dur-
ing William Griffith’s Bhutan expe-
dition in 1835, McClelland in 1839
reported the existence of Gray’s
stone loach (Balitora brucei) and
Snow trout (Schizothorax richard-
sonii) in Bhutan. However, actual
field survey of ichthyo-fauna in
Bhutan started only in 1976, when G.P Dubey was
assigned by the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) of United Nations to assess the poten-
tial of fishery development in Bhutan.

Subsequently, in 1978 Dubey reported 42 fish
species from Bhutan, eight of which were exotics.
Brown trout (Salmo truta fario) made its entry
into the country in 1930. In 2005, based on the
survey of rivers in the Bomdeling Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, Bhattarai and Thinley extended the fish di-
versity of Bhutan to 52 species. In 2007, the list
increased to 53 species when Dema (in Kuensel)
reported the existence of the Tibetan Stone Loach
(Triplophysa stoliczkai) in Bhutan.

A total of 520 species of fish have been report-
ed from the Eastern Himalayan region and 213
taxa from Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India.
But the diversity of the ichthyo-fauna of Bhutan
remains underexplored.

With the aim to fill the existing knowledge gap,
a survey of the fish diversity of Bhutan was con-
ducted in 2011 by two B.Sc. students of College of
Natural Resources in Lobesa. The survey reported
a preliminary checklist of 85 species of fish found
in Bhutan. Of these, 12 were introduced species,
brought in deliberately or unintentionally.

Some of the prominent exotic species worth
mentioning here include the Brown trout, Rain-
bow trout, and Walking catfish (Clarias sp.).
Reports from around the world often indicate
ecological impacts where these species are intro-
duced, due mostly to their carnivorous feeding
habits.

In Bhutan, while the Brown trout and Rainbow
trout were introduced through government pro-
grammes, other species like the Walking catfish
were introduced unintentionally, mainly through
tshethar (compassionate release of live animals)
in the water bodies of the southern border towns.
Introduction of exotic species is among the fac-
tors that affect the conservation of native ichthyo-
fauna diversity in Bhutan.

Habitat fragmentation and climate change also
affect the conservation of ichthyo-fauna in Bhu-
tan. Fragmentation of river ecosystem is mainly
attributed to the construction of hydropower
dams that form barriers to fish migration. Migra-
tory species like the Golden mahseer (Tor spp.)
are likely to be at higher risk from such barriers.
Likewise, small changes in river water tempera-
tures due to climate change are likely to affect the
seasonal behaviour of many fish species.

For example, species which use water temper-
ature as an environmental cue (e.g. as migration
or spawning trigger) are likely to respond to the
changing water temperature early in the season.

Considering the inadequate knowledge of fish
diversity in Bhutan, a nationwide survey and doc-
umentation of the country’s ichthyo-fauna diver-
sity is critical. Such surveys could cover areas that
have not been explored yet.

By D. B. Gurung (PhD), Dean of Academic Affairs
College of Natural Resources, RUB

The contents of this page are produced by the Royal University of Bhutan
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Looking to Bhutan for activating
Mid-East peace talks

Mostafa Vaziri

Given the global issues at stake, an unconven-
tional set of options and approaches are per-
haps needed more than ever. Today, tensions
between the US, Iran and Israel continue to
peak. And yet few humane and wise options
have been explored, particularly by compas-
sionate and non-partisan parties, even as
these countries are in the process of implod-
ing and are walking the path of a regional and
global chronic quandary. A compassionate and
non-partisan intervention is exactly what’s
needed, and Bhutan and its former king seem
to be the perfect option. Bhutan is a small,
lesser-known Buddhist country that is not an
active entity in international peace talks. How-
ever, Bhutan'’s track record over the last thirty
years in their domestic politics, development,
preservation of culture and most importantly,
respect for human values, suggests that this
non-partisan country could be the perfect me-
diator between countries whose agendas have
led them to repeated deadlocks, considering
few options besides war. In this context it is
important to see why the Fourth King of Bhu-
tan, Jigme Singye Wangchuck, who guided his
country into a democratic and fast develop-
ing state and then relinquished his palace life
to retreat into forest life despite the wishes of
his people who wanted him to stay in charge,
is the best choice to bring these angry and
power-oriented parties to the table and share
with them a lasting wisdom - to bring them
to peace in the beginning, without waiting for
the brutal end.

The Fourth King of Bhutan Can Lead Us Out
of Political Darkness

The harmony of humanity and its pursuit
of peace and security must come from within,
not from without. It is a short-sighted illu-
sion to seek external answers that will lead
to peacefulness. The core meaning of these
phrases is found in the notion of “Gross Na-
tional Happiness” (GNH) introduced by the
Fourth King of Bhutan in the 1970s. The no-
tion and implementation of GNH should not
be misunderstood: it is not about the happi-
ness of individuals, it is about the policies of a
country being focused on the well-being of the
society as a whole. The king encouraged the
Bhutanese people to find balance and move
forward by depending on core values already
available to them without depending on out-
side illusory materialism, while also avoiding
the conventional, selfish attitude of becoming
wealthy and powerful at the cost of exploiting
one another. On the philosophical and spiri-
tual level, in fact, this is the central teaching of

the Buddha, who found that the key was to un-
lock the inner workings of the mind in which
all solutions and final liberation from confu-
sion, greed and aversion could be found.

Gross National Happiness is based on four
crucial pillars for fullest meaning. These four
pillars are: the promotion and preservation of
culture, preservation and protection of the en-
vironment, good governance, and sustainable
and just socioeconomic prosperity for all. By
basing its society on the health of these four
pillars, Bhutan is saying that you cannot save
yourself at the expense of others. For those
countries that are in conflict, the correspond-
ing message is: you can’t become mighty and
domineering without it being at the expense
of others. And when this happens, there will
always be unwanted consequences.

On the political level, the Bhutanese sce-
nario seems to embody what Plato concep-
tualized in his description of an ideal society.
In the same vein, the Islamic philosopher of
the 10th century, al-Farabi, expounded on the
creation of an ideal city, or a city of awareness
(madinat al-fadila), in which a Sufi or enlight-
ened philosopher becomes king. The Fourth
King of Bhutan seems to have become a phi-
losopher-king, fulfilling the platonic and fara-
bian notions that philosophers are the most
suitable leaders in order to actualize the high-
estideals for their subjects. One could also say
that the Fourth King represents a bodhisattva
in Mahayana Buddhist context. A bodhisat-
tva is a Buddha, a being who is born to assist
others in finding the path for their well-being.
This king in reality walked in the footsteps
of the Buddha when he gave up his kingdom,
thus setting the wheel of wisdom and libera-
tion in motion.

As a non-conventional politician, the king
retreated into the forest after introducing the
momentous and powerful concept of Gross
National Happiness to guide the development
of his country. He relinquished greed, power
and domination in a manner that has no clas-
sical or modern political precedent. He is a
king revolting against the idea of dictatorship
with persistent defiance against the medieval
mode of beliefs among his own people. He
is perhaps a mirror image of whom we wish
would govern our world. The fourth king of
Bhutan may stand as the ideal “king of the
world”, or a role-model for the world govern-
ments.

It is too narrow to call his approach to the
policy of well-being as Gross National Happi-
ness but should instead be expanded to Gross
Global Happiness. Can this king serve as the
philosopher-king of the world to guide its
global citizens to a meaningful and promising

future? And can he start this work by offer-
ing counsel to the three countries, the United
States, Iran and Israel? Can he convince the
leaders of these countries that power-politics,
geo-politics, military strategies, and all other
technical calculations will be useless and im-
mature if the population of one country enjoys
security at the cost of other peoples and na-
tions?

The Debacle of Middle East and the US
Deadlock

The three clever countries in conflict,
namely the US, Israel and Iran, have large edu-
cated populations, and yet their leaders and
policy-makers fail to recognize that a mili-
tary plan to save their people is an oxymoron
which in fact leads them into more insecurity
and unwanted violence. It is easy to condemn
one country or another for having a rogue
militaristic and political attitude, seeking to
dominate or not be dominated. Yet each one
has reason enough to defend individual ar-
guments while discarding other options. The
world can no longer operate in a post-world-
war Il mode by just pushing buttons and drop-
ping bombs on our enemies. ‘Our’ enemies are
parents and children who are loved by their
families and friends and are those who could
be shown gestures of kindness and equanim-
ity rather than just military superiority and
threat. Such gestures determine the direction
of common sense which is one step away from
taking either the path of reason or violence;
the resulting path depends on which one we
focus on and stimulate. The king can perhaps
be a reminder of the path of reason and GNH,
happiness and well-being for the people of all
nations. not just selected ones with high po-
litical incentives enforced by a military might.
The two relentless wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq and the war-mongering towards a poten-
tial third war in the region between Israel and
Iran show that war continues to be false solu-
tion.

The US and Israel allegedly claim that Iran’s
nuclear projects are intended to dominate the
region and suggest that Iran plans to attack
mighty Israel. However, intelligent people
know that it is impossible for Iran to think of
attacking Israel with its assumed future nucle-
ar arsenal because the inferno of nuclear re-
taliation by the two nuclear powers will in fact
turn on Iran itself. So this is not the problem,
nor can it be the viable reason to go to war. The
US and Israel simply wish for Iran to disap-
pear as a power contender in the region. Iran
also wants the US and Israel, despite their dif-
ferences, to close their calculating eyes and ac-
ceptIran as a player in the regional and global

ICONTINUED ON PAGE 11 »
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politics. Certainly the complexity of these poli-
tics and the tension in the Middle East does
not make it easy for any party to be a peace
broker, even the United Nations.

The missing link is that everyone with
natural reason would like peace, not war, but
no one knows how the illusory peace can be
obtained. Do average people of these three
countries support domination of another,
or even wish for a war? It is unreasonable to
assume that threat and subjugation are the
only options, considering the universal hu-
man values of peace and dignity. So what is it
that perpetuates this cycle? What is lacking to
take us one step further towards achieving a
peaceful negotiation in the beginning, instead
of a ceasefire at the end? Is it a personal and
global wisdom crisis? Is it the stubbornness of
politicians who fatally fail to see the views of
the other side and thus continually lead their
countries and young soldiers into a war? Are
we seeing material dominance at the cost of
losing our collective sanity and well-being?

Why do we like to punish others instead
of analyzing ourselves? Ego, greed, aversion,
jealousy, competition, and ignoring conse-
quences, are the distasteful poisons at the
root of our conflicts. It seems there is nothing
new in human history; the reality of war has
remained, while peace seems to be a cloud-
like fantasy in our daily conversations unless
shifts in our attitude and behavior begin to be
reinvented. Someone has to stop the vicious
madness of war in the name of security, engag-
ing in a vengeful attitude and deadly compe-
tition for domination. Conventional conflict-
resolution which has been solely centered

on power-politics has proven to be démodé,
obsolete and undignified. The peoples of the
US, Israel and Iran have yet to use their utmost
wisdom and life experiences as human beings
in order to take greater responsibility in slow-
ing down their fast-calculating politicians in
the unwise wars for domination and contain-
ment. Someone from outside the twisted logic
of war is needed to bring in the logic of peace
and awaken the reality of our coexistence and
survival as a species.

An Appeal to Bhutan’s King to Sponsor
Peace

The philosopher-king of Bhutan could
be this person of wisdom and peace. It is the
perfect match: a neutral country with a well-
accomplished wise king bringing the three
countries together for real talks of peace and
abetter world. Isn’t this the aspiration of Plato
and Farabi? Isn’t this what every wise person
wants for the world? The Fourth King’s karma
has brought him the grace to prevent his coun-
try from blind materialism and dark dictator-
ship; it is perhaps in his karma to be the coun-
selor for global peace and security as well.

Let us propose that the leaders of the
three countries come to the clear, pollution-
free mountain air of Bhutan, with its practi-
cal and concrete implementation of GNH, to
learn about the wisdom of global happiness,
self-awareness and self-control. These edu-
cated and powerful leaders could become
more humble, listening and accepting the wise
counsel of the Fourth King of Bhutan. Together
they could create a Gross Global Happiness
philosophy with the strong consideration of

preserving our human diversity, cultures, and
environment, bringing sustainable prosperity
to the people of the Middle East and the world,
rethinking their religious, global and strategic
ambitions.

If, however, the US, Israel and Iran refuse to
come together for the sake of wise peace, or if
the king wishes to stay away from Middle East
politics, let us at least keep in mind that the ul-
timate destiny lies not in vicious domination
and competition, but rather in the wisdom of
awareness of self and respect for others.

Conclusion

The substance of political debate will at the
end have to give in to a higher order of values,
which will lead us to a platonic ideal society in
which we can live in peace with one another.
This may seem idealistic but at last there is
a functional model that we can look to, the
Bhutanese model. The premise of this article
shows that our philosophers, poets and peace-
loving dreamers should be given a say, since
the power politicians have had their chance.
Therefore this is a call to reach out to King
Jigme Singye Wangchuck for his assistance as
well as a call to the leaders of the US, Israel and
Iran to come together, not just to avoid a war
but to pioneer a new set of laws and practices
for peace, prosperity and understanding in
the world.

Mostafa Vaziri, MD, PhD, is a lecturer at the University
of Innsbruck, Austria, visiting fellow in Near Eastern
Studies at Princeton University, and the author of
several academic books including his latest, Buddhism
inlran.

Lyonchhen to address UN General Assembly in New York, the USA

PM with the President of the Republic of Albania

Lyonchhhen Jigmi Y Thinley, who is in New York this
week, will address the United Nations General Assem-
bly today.

Lyonchhen met former president of Yugoslav Re-
public of Macerdonia, Gjorge Ivanov, prime minister of
Somalia, Abdiweli Mohamed Alj, president of Republic
of Albania, Bujar Nishani, foreign minister of Algeria,
Mourad Medelci, and minister of foreign affairs and
trades of republic of Korea, Kim Sung-Hwan , in New
York, the USA.

Lyonchhen is in New York, leading a delegation for
the 67" Session of General Assembly of United Nations.
Lyonchhen and the leaders discussed bilateral rela-
tions and potential areas of cooperation, including co-
operation at the UN.

The high-level segment of the General Debate
opened today under the Presidency of Vuk Jeremic of
Serbia.

Minister-in-charge of foreign affairs, Lyonpo Khandu
Wangchuk, met Nebojsa Kaludjerovi¢, minister of for-
eign affairs and European Integration of Montenegro.
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Study finds growth crisis in
agriculture sector

) CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ance of trade in the face of
rising food inflation.

Some 51 percent of rice
consumption in 50 of the
69 gewogs in the six east-
ern dzongkhags is imported
from India.

The nation’s dream of
rural prosperity, in other
words, alleviating poverty,
which in Bhutan is mainly a
rural phenomenon, will thus
remain only a dream if the
agriculture sector contin-
ues to decline. It is not just
losing the country’s small
arable land to development
but overall production of ag-
riculture products that is in
decline. Most of the dzong-
khags that have higher share
of food grain production
are experiencing negative
growth rate. And with it,
growth rate of livestock sec-
tor is also seeing steady de-
cline.

The study found that in-
efficiency of the agriculture
sector is also because agri-
culture sector continued to
receive lesser priority after
the fifth five-year plan. Since
1982, for example, the share
of agriculture in the coun-
try’s five-year plans has con-
sistently been decreasing.
Government investment in
agriculture in the Ninth Plan
decreased to 7 percent from
22.5 percent in the Fifth
Plan, which translates to
about only one tenth of gov-
ernment investment on ag-
riculture although the sec-

tor employs a large number
of Bhutanese.

The decrease in govern-
ment’s investment in ag-
riculture is coupled with
decreasing private invest-
ment. Private investment in
agriculture declined from 6
percent in 1986 to 1.4 per-
cent in 2009. Out of 8,883
acres of fields, 1,192 acres
had been laid fallow in 10
years. Livestock, which is a
sub-sector under agricul-
ture, grew at the rate of 4.6
percent in the 1980s but
declined to 2.7 percent in
2000s.

Another factor that con-
tributes to decelerating ag-
riculture sector and crop
yields that needs redressing
is lack of suitability of the
existing financial institu-
tions to the needs of the sec-
tor. According to the study,
financial services in its pres-
ent form are not suited to
the needs and nature of fi-
nancial services required by
small farmers.

According to Prof Sanjeev
Metha, food grain produc-
tion increased in 1970s and
1980s because of expan-
sion in the areas under cul-
tivation. Despite increase in
the areas under cultivation,
some 27 years since then,
however, food grain produc-
tion declined sharply due to
fall in productivity. Yield per
hectare declined at a com-
pound rate of 1.84 percent,
which he said, was because
Bhutanese agriculture sec-
tor was becoming increas-

ingly inefficient.

The period between 1982
and 1992 was the golden
era of agriculture growth in
Bhutan as both area under
cultivation and yield per
hectare increased resulting
in the growth of food grain
production from 164,000
metric tonnes to 214,000
metric tonnes. But in the
subsequent years, both
yield per hectare and area
under cultivation decreased.
Dzongkhags with large area
under cultivation began ex-
periencing low productivity.

This, he said, is a fatal
combination for the agricul-
ture sector in Bhutan.

Currently, paddy yield
gap is 1,172 kilograms and
that of maize is 1,123 kilo-
grams. If the existing yield
gaps are bridged, paddy
output would grow by 73
percent and maize by 96
percent, the study says. Only
then can the existing food
grain shortage be converted
to surplus. This, Prof San-
jeev said, is not a difficult
task as the yield gap has to
be bridged using domestic
standard of maximum yield
as a benchmark. But that,
however, will require ex-
tension of the best existing
technological package to the
areas where productivity is
lower.

According to United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture
Organisation, close to one-
third of the Bhutanese pop-
ulation suffers from food
insecurity.

Rabies still claims life

) CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

40,463 - 38, 860 dogs and
1,603 cats - in 20 dzong-
khags.

The rabies transmitted
by cats and other animals
are same as dogs do, he said,
but such cases are rare in
Bhutan.

He said that once a per-

son is bitten by a rabid ani-
mal, he or she has to com-
plete a full course of five
vaccines. A vaccine costs Nu
305.

The walkathon pro-
gramme will involve school
children, community mem-
bers and officials in three
thromdes of Phuentshol-
ing, Samdrupjongkhar and

Gelephu. The regional vet-
erinary officers will lead the
programme.

Rabies kills at least
55,000 people each year
the world over, one person
every 10 minutes. Majority
of deaths occur in the devel-
oping countries of Asia and
Africa.

Kurichu and Mangdechu
basins found to support
white-bellied herons

PEMA TENZIN

A study done by Royal Soci-
ety for Protection of Nature
(RSPN) suggests that Ku-
richu and Mangdechu basins
could support some critical-
ly endangered white-bellied
heron population. During
the study, birds were sighted
between 600 and 1,294 me-
tres above the sea level dur-
ing monsoon season.

The study is published
in RSPN’s annual report of
2011-2012.

According to the study,
matured chirpine forests
were preferred for nesting.
Habitat suitability model
projects that about 347.95
km square is available as
suitable habitat for the birds,
accounting for 0.9 percent of
the total geographical area.

The study says that Pu-
natsangchu basin was pro-
jected to have more threats
than Mangdechu basin due
to higher population density
of the bird, its close proxim-
ity to agricultural land and
the construction of hydro-
power plants.

The study listed riverbed
quarry and livestock graz-
ing as two major causes for
current habitat degradation.
It says the local people view
this bird as rare and endan-
gered but without much
social or cultural value.
However, people are very
supportive of the conserva-
tion of the bird.

The study recommends
a reassessment of country-
wide white-bellied heron
habitats based on the pro-
jected habitat model and
confirmation of the bird’s
population in Kurichu and
Drangmechu river basins.
The bird falls under the
schedule 1 of the Forest and
Nature Conservation Act of
Bhutan (1995).

Meanwhile, RSPN in col-
laboration with Department

of Livestock and Department
of Forests and Park Services
under the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Forests has un-
dertaken captive-rearing of
the bird to address the high
mortality rates at its infant
period due to predation and
other calamities such as for-
estfires.

On May 7 last year, a chick
was hatched successfully in
its hatchery house in Phochu
in Punakha.

The captive breeding
programme is aimed at re-
covering the rapidly declin-
ing population of the white-
bellied heron in the world.
Captive-breeding is one of
the strategic measures to
mitigate the impacts of the
upcoming Punatshangchu
hydropower project along
the Phochu River which is
the largest habitat area for
the bird in Bhutan.

This is a first captive ini-
tiative in the world to con-
serve the white-bellied her-
on in the world.

Punatshangchu  Hydro-
power Project Authority is
one of the primary donors
for the project. WWF Bhu-
tan, Felburn Foundation,
and Whitley Fund are other
donors.

RSPN has been involved
in the white-bellied her-
on conservation project
since 2003. Over the years,
much has been understood
about their status, potential
threats and conservation op-
tions in Bhutan.

The initiative has helped
establish two important
habitat areas in Bhutan - Pu-
natsangchu basin in Wang-
due and Berti in Zhemgang.

The global population
of the white-bellied heron
is estimated to be less than
200. Bhutan is home to 26 of
them.

Presently, there are four
individuals in Berti and 26 in
Punatsangchu basin.

Subscribe to Bhutan Observer online PDF copy
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Phento takes a toddler to receive blessings from Guru Tshengye
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WORLD RABIES DAY
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AN Join Hands to make Bhutan-
@ : a free country

SOME IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT RABIES

1. Rabies is a fatal disease transmitted through bites by rabid
dogs, cats and wild animals.

2. Rabies kills at least 55,000 people every year in the world or
one person every 10 minutes.

3. Rabies is commonly present in southern parts of Bhutan along
the border areas.

4. If you are bitten by any dogs, cats, or wild animals, wash the
wound thoroughly using soap and water for 10 to 15 minutes
and reportimmediately to the nearest health centre or hospital
for post-bite treatment.

5. Rabies has no treatment once symptoms are shown; therefore
timely post-bite treatment is the only way to save your precious
life.

6. It is important to complete the full course of post bite
vaccination. Receiving incomplete course can still lead to
death.

7. Register your pet dogs and cats with the nearest Animal Health
Centres and get them regularly vaccinated.

8. Vaccination of dogs and cats against rabies is the only way to
prevent rabies cases in animals and humans.

9. Cooperate during sterilization and vaccination campaign of
pet and stray dogs in your area to prevent increase of dog
population and reduce rabies incidence.

\, World Health ’
¥ Organization \va&

Issued for public information on World Rabies Day by the National Centre for Animal Health, Department of Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forests and Department of Public Health, Ministry of Health
For further information, please contact: The NCAH, PO Box 155, Serbithang, Thimphu; Tel: 124 (toll free), Tel: +975-02-351083/351093
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